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Second Harvest 
to hold tailgate 
food distributions 


Second Harvest Food 
Bank of East Central In- 
diana has planned a tail- 
gate food distribution for 
11 a.m. Wednesday, June 
22 and July 27 at Bach- 
elor Creek Church of 
Christ, 2147 Indiana 15; 
and at noon Wednesday, 
July 13 at Manchester 
Church of the Brethren, 
1306 Beckley St., North 
Manchester. For more 
information, visit www. 
curehunger.org, classy. 
org/campaign/hunger 
-action-month/c299182 
orhttps://www.givepulse. 
com/group/203410. 


Honeywell 
Center hosting 
free outdoor 
concerts in June 


The Summer Plaza Mu- 
sic Series featuring free 
musical performances on 
the Honeywell Center's 
outdoor Carpenter Pla- 
Za has returned. Guests 
are encouraged to bring 
a lawn chair and an ap- 
petite, as the Honeywell 
Plaza Grille will be of- 
fering grilled favorites, 
drinks and snacks. The 
entertainment lineup in- 
cludes Tuxedo Junction 
playing big band, jazz, 
standards, and more from 
5 to 7p.m. Thursday, 
June 23; and Missis- 
sinewa Valley Band per- 
forming patriotic pops at 
7:30 p.m. Thursday, June 
30. For more information, 
visit www.honeywell 
arts.org. 


Shoe Sensation 
celebrates 'perfect 
fit’ with a grand 
opening in Wabash 


Grow Wabash County 
invites the community 
to join us in celebrating 
the grand opening, of 
Shoe Sensation, with a 
ribbon-cutting ceremo- 
ny at 9 a.m. Friday, June 
24, at their storefront at 
1443 N. Cass St., #1400. 
To celebrate their grand 
opening in Wabash, Shoe 
Sensation customers that 
shop there during their 
opening weekend will be 
able to enter to win free 
shoes for an entire year 
or free shoes for their en- 
tire family. Also, on Sat- 
urday, June 25, the first 
100 customers will re- 
ceive a mystery card with 
a discount offer ranging 
from $5 to $100 off of 
their purchase. 


ISDH: COVID-19 vaccines now available 
for children 6 months to 5 years old 


Moderna and Pfizer doses for these ages 
received FDA, CDC authorization last week 


By ROB BURGESS 
Wabash Plain Dealer Editor 


After receiving approval 
at the federal level just days 
ago, the Indiana State De- 
partment of Health (ISDH) 
announced Tuesday, June 21 
that COVID-19 vaccines are 


now available for children 
ages 6 months to 5 years old. 
The vaccines are now avail- 
able at some Indiana provid- 
ers, expanding the popula- 
tion eligible to be protected 
against the disease. 
"Shipments will continue 
to arrive at participating lo- 


cations this week;" stated the 
ISDH. 

The ISDH has updated its 
map at www.ourshot.in.gov 
to show sites that have in- 
dicated they will offer the 
Moderna and Pfizer vaccines 
for this age group. Both vac- 
cines received authorization 
from the Food and Drug Ad- 
ministration (FDA) and the 
Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC) last 


week. Initial sites will in- 
clude private healthcare pro- 
viders, local health depart- 
ments and some hospitals 
and pharmacies. 

Vaccines are currently 
available on a walk-in ba- 
sis at most locations, or 
parents can contact their 
child's healthcare provider 
to schedule an appointment 
if the provider is offering the 
vaccine. 


“Due to staggered vaccine 
delivery dates, parents are 
encouraged to contact the 
provider before arriving to 
ensure the age-appropriate 
dose is available,’ stated 
the ISDH. “The ISDH is 
working to update its online 
registration system so that 
appointments for this age 
group can be made ... as 


See VACCINES, page A4 


Volunteer artists Becky and Mike Kock paint the “Mariposas” mural in the brick alleyway adjacent to the museum in the summer 


of 2021. 


NMCH to present ‘Art on the Bricks’ 


First event in new series set to run 
from 6 to 9 p.m. Thursday, June 23 


STAFF REPORT 


The North Manchester 
Center for History (NMCH) 
has announced the first "Art 
on the Bricks" event from 6 
to 9 p.m. Thursday, June 23 
at 122 E. Main St., North 
Manchester, according to di- 
rector Laura Rager. 

“Visitors will enjoy live 
entertainment and an art ex- 
hibit featuring artists from 
northeast Indiana. Partnering 
with the Art Bank Studio, 
we have created an outdoor 
venue with lighting, colorful 
sails and our beautiful mari- 
posas. Funding for this event 
has been provided by Visit 
Wabash County and Beacon 
Credit Union,” said Rag- 
er. "Art vendors will have a 
variety of items including 
jewelry, pottery, sculpture 
and fine art. Our musician, 
Brenda Eberly Horein, is 
a North Manchester native 
that has performed live for 


several years. Currently, she 
is a guest artist at the Oliver 
Mansion in South Bend." 

Rager said "Art on the 
Bricks" is a new series cre- 
ated by the NMCH "to en- 
courage visitors to enjoy 
the outdoors via our 1900s 
brick-paved alleyway.” 

“In 1903, the town board 
upgraded our downtown 
streets from dirt to brick ac- 
quired from Canton, Ohio,” 
said Rager. "Our unique 
alleyway is one of the few 
places where the original 
brick remains exposed. The 
museum plans to host a va- 
riety of events in this space 
including an October pre- 
sentation by Dr. Jay Per- 
ry exploring the history of 
prohibition in Indiana. This 
will coincide with a travel- 
ing exhibit from the Indiana 
Historical Society, ‘Hoosiers 
and Their Hooch.” 


See ART, page A4 
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In 1903, the town board upgraded our downtown streets from 
dirt to brick acquired from Canton, Ohio. 


Grow Wabash County to co-host the 4th 
annual Japan-Northeast Indiana Summit 


This year's event will 
be held in person 
after being held 
virtually last time 


By ROB BURGESS 
Wabash Plain Dealer Editor 


See PULSE, page A8 
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Grow Wabash County 
(GWC) will once again be 
partnering with the North- 
east Indiana Regional Part- 
nership and the Japanese 
American Society of Indi- 
ana (JASI) to host the 4th 
annual Japan-Northeast In- 
diana Summit. 

This year’s summit will 
be hosted from 9 a.m. to 


lp.m. at Eagles Theatre, 
106 W. Market St, said 
GWC project manager for 
marketing and events Chel- 
sea Boulrisse. 

Admission to this summit 
is free of charge, but regis- 
tration is required as space 
is limited. 

“The Japan-Northeast In- 
diana Summit has been an 
essential aspect in helping 
northeast Indiana build a 
strong and mutually ben- 
eficial business relation- 
ship with Japan and Jap- 
anese-based companies,” 
said Boulrisse. 

Boulrisse said the primary 
focus of this year's summit 
will be the predicted trends 


of electric vehicles and how 
these trends will inform 


future relations between 
northeast Indiana and Ja- 
pan. 


"Speakers will also dis- 
cuss the increasing need 
for a skilled workforce, the 
understanding of American 
and Japanese management 
styles as well as how north- 
east Indiana can continue 
to support Japanese-owned 
companies in the region,” 
said Boulrisse. 

Boulrisse said Con- 
sul-General Hiroshi Ta- 
jima, will also attend the 
summit to present remarks, 
but a full list of speakers 
and a detailed agenda will 


be announced in early July 
ahead of the event. 

“Strong international 
bonds with companies and 
communities are a vital 
part of promoting business 
growth and development in 
Wabash County and north- 
east Indiana,” said GWC 
president and CEO Keith 
Gillenwater. “We are ex- 
cited to be working with 
JASI and the Northeast In- 
diana Regional Partnership 
to host this year’s summit. 
We are even more excited 
to be hosting this event in 
the historic Eagles Theatre 
right in downtown Wabash 


County ranks 
seventh in 
the state in 
per-veteran 
benefits 


Spending increases to 
over $23M, despite the 
local veteran population 
slowly decreasing 


By ROB BURGESS 
Wabash Plain Dealer Editor 


Wabash County remains 
one of the top counties in the 
state of Indiana in terms of 
benefits received among its 
veteran population, according 
to the latest Veterans Admin- 
istration data. 

While Wabash County 
ranks 48th out of 92 counties 
in size based on the number 
of veterans, it remains at a 
“very respectable” seventh 
overall for benefits received 
on a per veteran basis, said 
Wabash County veterans ser- 
vice officer Samuel Daugh- 
erty, on Monday, June 20. 

“This places Wabash Coun- 
ty firmly among the top few 
counties in our state for re- 
ceiving veteran-related assis- 
tance through the Veterans 
Administration,” said Daugh- 
erty. “The upward progres- 
sive trend for Wabash County 
has maintained momentum.” 


See VETERANS, page A4 


Children’s 
parade 
planned to 
celebrate 
Independence 
Day 


Participants will make 
their way down Hill Street 
on the morning of July 2 


By ROB BURGESS 
Wabash Plain Dealer Editor 


Several organizations along 
Hill Street in downtown Wa- 
bash are planning to celebrate 
the Independence Day holi- 
day with a children’s parade, 
said Babe of Wabash County 
executive director Katey Till. 

Till said the parade lineup 
will begin at 10 a.m. Satur- 
day, July 2 in the parking lot 
of Wabash County CASA, 10 
W. Hill St. The parade will 
then start at 10:30 a.m. The 
route will then travel down 
Hill Street, starting at Wa- 
bash Street and ending at Cass 
Street. 

"Families with children 
are welcome to dress up in 
red, white and blue, decorate 
strollers and wagons or walk 
in the parade waving flags,” 
said Till. 

Till said no registration is 


See SUMMIT, page A4 


See PARADE, page A4 
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communications and marketing manager Han- 


nah Scott-Carter. 


This was the 124th Goshen College Com- 
mencement Ceremony and the first in-per- 
son ceremony with friends and family in two 


years. 


Local students, both of North Manchester, 
who graduated included: Benjamin David Re- 
ichenbach, who graduated with a bachelor's 
degree with a molecular biology and biochem- 
istry major; Elliot Sklar, who graduated with 
a bachelor's degree with a double major in 
American Sign Language and secondary ed- 
ucation; and Madison A. Sorg, who graduated 


Justin Lasser, of North Manchester, graduat- 


ed from the University of the Cumberlands in 


Williamsburg, Kentucky, according to a press 
release. Lasser completed their master of arts 
in clinical mental health counseling. 


The University of the Cumberlands held 


commencement ceremonies recently to cele- 
brate its newest graduates. Participants in this 
year’s commencement ceremonies included 
graduates from 49 states and territories and 
the countries of Canada, India, Brazil, Spain, 
New Zealand, and Italy, among others. A total 
of 2,068 graduates received their degrees from 
Cumberlands that weekend. 


NMHS, Shepherd's Center sponsoring 
a September trip to southern Indiana 


STAFF REPORT 


The North Manchester His- 
torical Society (NMHS) and 
Shepherd's Center are spon- 
soring a trip from Sept. 6 to 8 
to southern Indiana, accord- 
ing to NMHS tour coordina- 
tor Bernie Ferringer. 

Ferringer said they will 
visit Indiana Caverns, Zim- 
merman Art Glass Demon- 
stration, Turtle Run Winery, 


Derby Dinner Playhouse and 
Show, Santa Claus Museum 
and Abe Lincoln Boyhood 
National Memorial, “with 
free time and shopping in 
Nashville on the way home.” 

Ferringer said several spots 
are remaining for this trip. 
The deadline for final pay- 
ment is July 20. 

The trip includes two- 
nights lodging, two break- 
fasts, one lunch, two din- 


ners and all tips and taxes. 
Luggage handling and mo- 
torcoach transportation is 
also included. The cost is 
$499 per person for double 
occupancy and $615 for sin- 
gle occupancy. 


For more information, 
write to 314 Sunset Dr. 
North Manchester, IN. 


46962; email bernievicki@ 
gmail.com or call 260 982- 
8734. 
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STAFF REPORT 


Honeywell Arts & En- 
tertainment will offer free 
movies at the Eagles Theatre 
every Monday from July 11 
through Aug. 8, according to 
digital marketing specialist 
Kaitlynn Still. 

Showings will take place 
at 1 p.m. and 7 p.m. in the 
main Eagles Theatre. 

Sensory-friendly showings 
will be also be offered at 
] p.m. and 7 p.m. in the Fer- 
guson Theatre, and feature 
lower audio and brighter 
lighting for safe and com- 


index for today could 


fortable movement and en- 
joyment of the movie. 

The movie lineup includes: 

Monday, July 11 — “The 
Mitchells vs. The Machines" 

Monday, July 18 - “Tom & 
Jerry” 

Monday, July 25 — “Peter 
Rabbit 2: The Runaway” 

Monday, Aug. 1 — "Scoob!" 

Monday, Aug. 8 — "Spirit 
Untamed” 

Free Movie Mondays is 
made possible in part by 
these supporters: Lead spon- 
sors: Chittick Insurance, 
City of Wabash, Family Op- 
tometry, Ford Meter Box, 


Today we will see partly cloudy skies with a 40% 
chance of showers and thunderstorms, high of 93°, 
humidity of 51%. West wind 6 to 11 mph. The heat 


reach up to 96°. Expect partly 


cloudy skies tonight with a 40% chance of showers, 
overnight low of 65°. Southeast wind 6 to 11 mph. 


Eagles Theatre to present 
free movie Mondays 


Gaunt & Son Asphalt, Inc., 
Gorman & Bunch Orthodon- 
tics and Wabash Veterinary 
Hospital. Associate spon- 
sors: Beacon Credit Union, 
Downs Tandy & Petruniw, 
P.C., Modoc’s Market, Play- 
house Studio of Dance and 
Wabash Music. Supporter: 
Benson & Son LLC. 

Full concession offerings 
will be available during the 
ree movies including pizza, 
hot dogs, nachos, mozzarel- 
la sticks, pretzels, slushies, 
candy, popcorn and more. 
For more information, visit 
honeywellarts.org. 


Indiana gas tax increases while state eyes inflation relief 


By ARLEIGH RODGERS 
Associated Press/Report for 
America 


INDIANAPOLIS — In- 
diana will see another in- 


crease in state gasoline 
taxes starting July 1 amid 
promises of inflation re- 
lief — including a proposal 
to issue direct payments to 
Indiana residents later this 
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month. 

The state’s residents will 
pay 62 cents per gallon in 
taxes on gasoline, the state 
Department of Revenue 
announced Monday — an- 
other jump from June’s 
record-high 56 cents per 
gallon. Fuel costs were ex- 
pected to continue to rise 
in July, elevated largely be- 
cause of Russia's invasion 
of Ukraine. 

The gas tax increase 
emerged alongside calls 
from Indiana Democrats 
since March to suspend the 
tax to aid residents reeling 
from the worst inflation in 
40 years. 

But Republicans say the 
gas tax should remain in 
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place to fund the state's 
highway construction pro- 
gram and argue that even 
if the state gas tax was sus- 
pended, there is no guaran- 
tee that pump prices would 
be cut by the full amount. 
They instead backed a plan 
gradually lowering Indi- 
ana’s individual income 
tax rate over the next seven 
years. 

Indiana has two taxes on 
gasoline — a 7 percent sales 
tax and a tax directed to in- 
frastructure projects. 

The sales tax is calculat- 
ed monthly and will be set 
at 29.1 cents for July — up 
5.1 cents for June and near- 
ly triple the rate from early 
2021. 


The road projects tax 
thats currently 32 cents 
a gallon is set to go up by 
1 cent in July under an 
automatic increase for in- 
flation allowed under the 
2017 plan pushed by Re- 
publicans that boosted the 
tax from 18 cents to 28 
cents. 

The state's average price 
per gallon of regular gas- 
oline was about $5.13 on 
Monday, above the national 
average of $4.98, according 
to AAA. 

President Joe Biden said 
Monday that he will de- 
cide by the end of the week 
whether he would support 
suspending the federal gas 
tax of 18.4 cents a gallon. 


Republican Gov. Eric 

Holcomb proposed an infla- 
tion relief plan this month 
that would distribute pay- 
ments of $225 to residents 
under the state's automatic 
taxpayer refund law. This 
builds on the initial $125 
payments taxpayers re- 
ceived last month under the 
same policy. 
Eligible residents would 
receive a combined total 
of about $350 in payments, 
with a married couple fil- 
ing jointly receiving about 
$700, Holcomb said. 

Holcomb said he would 
call for a special legislative 
session before the end of 
June so legislators can en- 
act this proposal. 


Biden signs off on hefty pay 
raise for federal firefighters 


By AAMER MADHANI 
Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — Pres- 
ident Joe Biden has signed 
off on giving federal wild- 
land firefighters a hefty raise 
for the next two fiscal years, 
a move that affects more than 
16.000 firefighters and comes 
as much of the West braces 
for a difficult wildfire season. 

Pay raises for the federal 
firefighters had been includ- 
ed in last year's $1 trillion 
infrastructure bill, but they 
had been held up as federal 
agencies studied recruitment 
and retention data to decide 
where to deliver them. 

The White House said the 
move announced Tuesday 
is intended to set "federal 
agencies on a path to contin- 
ue working with stakeholders 
towards an updated, competi- 
tive, and equitable pay struc- 
ture, along with a support sys- 
tem that will address the many 


challenges that have plagued 
our wildland firefighter work- 
force for decades.” 

The legislation stipulated 
that the $600 million in the 
infrastructure bill to increase 
pay for wildland firefighters 
should go to all those fire- 
fighters provided that they are 
"located within a specified 
geographic area in which it is 
difficult to recruit or retain a 
federal wildland firefighter.” 

The Biden administration 
in the end decided on a raise 
for all the federal wildland 
firefighters over the next two 
years, according to a senior 
administration official who 
spoke on the condition of an- 
onymity ahead of the formal 
announcement. The official 
said the infrastructure bill 
offered enough money to pro- 
vide the raises but the admin- 
istration was looking to work 
with Congress to provide a 
long-term fix on the firefight- 
ers’ pay. 


“T will do everything in my 
power, including working 
with Congress to secure long- 
term funding, to make sure 
these heroes keep earning the 
paychecks — and dignity — 
they deserve,” Biden said in a 
statement. 

The infrastructure law also 
authorized agencies to in- 
crease the base salary of 
federal wildland firefighters 
by $20,000 per year or 50 
percent of their current base 
salary, whichever is lower, 
through 2023. The firefight- 
ers will receive back pay for 
the raises, dating to October 
2021. 

The National Federation of 
Federal Employees union, 
which represents a majori- 
ty of federal wildland fire- 
fighters, had been urging the 
Biden administration to inter- 
pret the statute as broadly as 
possible, as firefighters across 
the country were struggling to 
make ends meet. 
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Pools close, go 
without lifeguards 
amid labor shortage 


By ARLEIGH RODGERS 
and CLAIRE SAVAGE 
Associated Press/Report for 
America 


INDIANAPOLIS — Man- 
ager Ashley Ford strode the 
perimeter of one of India- 
napolis’ five open swim- 
ming pools, monitoring kids 
as they jumped off a diving 
board or careened into the 
water from a curved slide. 
Four lifeguards, whistles 
at the ready, watched from 
their tall chairs stationed 
around the water. 

With a dozen of the city’s 
pools shuttered due to a 
lifeguard shortage, families 
sometimes line up more 
than an hour before the one 
at Frederick Douglass Park 
opens, Ford said. Many 
days, it reaches capacity. 

A national lifeguard short- 
age exacerbated by the 
COVID-19 pandemic has 
prompted communities such 
as Indianapolis to cut back 
on pools and hours. In oth- 
er spots around the United 
States, swimming areas go 
without attendants. 

That’s left some Americans 
with fewer or riskier options, 
even as a significant part of 
the nation endures a second 
heat wave in as many weeks. 
Public health experts say the 
risk of drowning decreases 
significantly when lifeguards 
are present. 

"That's my biggest thing, 
is making everybody safe,” 
Ford said. 

The American Lifeguard 
Association estimates the 
shortage impacts one-third 
of U.S. pools. Bernard J. 
Fisher II, director of health 
and safety at the association, 
expects that to grow to half 
of all pools by August, when 
many teenage lifeguards re- 
turn to school. 

“It is a disaster, Fisher 
said. 

Summer shortages aren't 
unusual, but U.S. pools are 
also dealing with the fallout 
from earlier in the pandemic, 
when they closed and life- 
guard certification stopped, 
Fisher said. Starting pay 
lags behind many other jobs, 
though some cities are ramp- 
ing up incentives. 

Indy Parks and Recreation 
has 100 lifeguards on staff 
this year when normally 
it would have double that, 
said Ford, who was worked 
for the agency for 20 years. 
Even as lifeguards from 
closed neighboring pools 
bulk up the open facilities, 
pools in Indianapolis must 
still close for an hourlong 
lunch and cleaning break 
each day. 

When a local pool is not 
open, young people may go 
swimming in places without 
lifeguards, Fisher said. That 
can result in more drown- 
ings, which disproportion- 
ately affect people of color. 
In the U.S., Black people 
under 29 are 1.5 times more 
likely to drown compared 
with white Americans of the 
same age, according to the 
Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention. 

About 330,000 people 
enroll the American Red 
Cross’ lifeguarding course 
annually. That figure shrank, 
as many pools shuttered due 
to the pandemic, but is now 
rising, Jenelle Eli, senior di- 
rector of media relations for 


the American Red Cross said 
in a statement to The Associ- 
ated Press. 

Indy Parks requires its life- 
guards to pass a course in 
which they swim 100 yards, 
tread water for a minute 
without using their hands 
and retrieve a 10-pound ob- 
ject from the bottom of a 
pool. Starting pay is $15 per 
hour, up from $13 an hour 
earlier this year. Those who 
stay through the season will 
receive a $100 retention bo- 
nus, Boyd said. 

‘Tve tried to get some of 
my friends that want to get a 
summer job and want to have 
money in their pockets,” said 
second-year lifeguard Don- 
ald Harris, 17. "They've just 
said lifeguarding isn't for 
them." 

At Indiana's state parks, 
lifeguards are paid $11 an 
hour. All of the state's 37 
facilities remain open, but 
some operate on limited 
hours, said Terry Coleman, 
director of the Division of 
Indiana State Parks. Many 
Indiana state parks addition- 
ally have shallow swimming 
areas without lifeguards, 
Coleman said. 

"We're looking at poten- 
tial incentives for maybe 
the 2023 recreation season, 
but nothing in stone yet,” he 
said. 

In Maine, several state 
parks started the season 
without lifeguards, and visi- 
tors are informed at the park 
entrance when no lifeguard 
is on duty, said Jim Britt, 
spokesperson for the Maine 
Department of Agriculture, 
Conservation and Forestry. 
The state pays lifeguards 
about $16 an hour. 

"[t's a concern;" Britt said. 
"There's no two ways about 
it. We want lifeguards to be 
there and to be on duty.” 

Chicago, which boasts one 
of the nation's largest aquatic 
programs — 77 public pools 
and 22 beaches that serve a 
population of nearly 2.75 
million — pushed opening 
day for pools back to July 5 
from June 24. 

"Chicago families rely on 
our park programs during 
the summer, so we are not 
giving up,’ Chicago Park 
District Superintendent Rosa 
Escarefio said in a news re- 


lease. 

Escarefio attributed the 
scarcity in part to “mass 
resignation” — referring to 
post-pandemic labor short- 
ages. 


Chicago Park District pays 
$15.88 hourly and is now of- 
fering bonuses of $600, up 
from $500 in May, to new 
hires who stay through the 
summer. It also relaxed res- 
idency requirements, mean- 
ing applicants do not have to 
live in the city. 

One cause for applicant 
hesitation unrelated to the 
pandemic may be a lifeguard 
sexual abuse scandal that 
rocked Chicago Park District 
last year. 

Escareño said the organiza- 
tion has since strengthened 
its accountability and report- 
ing systems. 

“I think right now, the most 
important thing is to ensure 
that we open safely, and that 
we place the greatest priority 
on safety, not just the safety 
of our residents, but also the 
safety of our employees,” 


she said. 


Jacquelyn Martin / AP 
Rusty Bowers, Arizona state House Speaker, from left, Brad Raffensperger, Georgia Secretary of State, and Gabe Sterling, Georgia Deputy 
Secretary of State, are sworn in to testify as the House select committee investigating the Jan. 6 attack on the U.S. Capitol continues 
to reveal its findings of a year-long investigation at the Capitol in Washington Tuesday. 


1/6 panel: Local ‘heroes’ rebuffed 
Trump, then faced threats 


By LISA MASCARO 
and FARNOUSH AMIRI 
Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — The 
House 1/6 committee heard 
chilling, tearful testimo- 
ny Tuesday that Donald 
Trump’s relentless pressure 
to overturn the 2020 pres- 
idential election provoked 
widespread threats to the 
“backbone of our democra- 
cy — election workers and 
local officials who fended 
off the defeated president's 


demands despite personal 
risks. 
The panel investigating 


the Jan. 6, 2021, attack at 
the U.S. Capitol focused on 
Trump's efforts to undo Joe 
Biden's victory in a most 
local way — by repeatedly 
leaning on public officials in 
key battleground states with 
shocking proposals to reject 
ballots outright or to submit 
alternative electors for the fi- 
nal tally in Congress. 

The high-profile pressure, 
described as potentially ille- 
gal, was fueled by the pres- 
ident's false claims of voter 
fraud — which, the panel 
says, spread dangerously in 
the states and ultimately led 
directly to the deadly insur- 
rection at the Capitol. 

"A handful of election of- 
ficials in several key states 
stood between Donald 
Trump and the upending 
of American democracy,” 
Chairman Bennie Thompson 
said, praising them as heroes 
and the “backbone of our de- 
mocracy.” 

The hearing was punctuat- 
ed throughout with accounts 
of the personal attacks faced 
by state and local officials. 

Arizona Republican House 
Speaker Rusty Bowers said 
he was subjected to a pub- 
lic smear campaign, in- 
cluding relentless bullhorn 
protests at his home and a 
pistol-wielding man taunting 
his family and neighbors. 

Officials in Michigan, 
Pennsylvania and other 
states told similar stories of 
having their cellphone num- 
bers and home addresses 
spread publicly after they re- 
fused Trump's demands. 

At one gripping moment, 
two Georgia election work- 


ers, a mother and daughter, 
testified that they lived in 
fear of saying their names 
aloud after Trump wrongly 
accused them of voter fraud. 

"There were a lot of threats 
wishing death upon me;" said 
Wandrea ArShaye "Shaye" 
Moss, a former state election 
worker. 

The public hearing, the 
fourth by the panel this 
month, stemmed from its 
yearlong investigation into 
Trump's unprecedented at- 
tempt to remain in power, 
a sprawling scheme that 
the chairman of the Jan. 6 
committee has likened to an 
"attempted coup.” The pan- 
el insisted that Trump's lies 
over the election threaten de- 
mocracy to this day, as local 
officials face ongoing threats 
and challengers try to take 
over their jobs. 

The  committee's vice 
chair, Republican Rep. Liz 
Cheney, implored Ameri- 
cans to pay attention to the 
evidence being presented, 
declaring, "We cannot let 
America become a nation of 
conspiracy theories and thug 
violence." 

One key witness was Re- 
publican Georgia Secretary 
of State Brad Raffensperger, 
who testified about Trump's 
phone call asking him to 
"find 11,780" votes that 
could flip his state to prevent 
Biden's election victory. 

While the committee can- 
not charge Trump with any 
crimes, the Justice Depart- 
ment is watching the panel's 
work closely. 

Trump defended himself 
on social media, describing 
his phone call to Raffen- 
sperger as “perfect,” similar 
to the way he described the 
2020 call with Ukraine Pres- 
ident Volodomyr Zelenskyy 
that resulted in his first im- 
peachment. 

The public testimony from 
Raffensperger came weeks 
after he appeared before a 
special grand jury in Georgia 
investigating whether Trump 
and others illegally tried to 
intervene in the state's 2020 
election. Raffensperger beat 
a Trump-backed challenger 
in last month's primary elec- 
tion. 

He and Gabe Sterling, his 


chief operations officer, de- 
tailed their painstaking ef- 
forts to count the Georgia 
vote, going down the “rabbit 
hole,” he said, investigating 
one false claim after another 
of fraud. After a hand recount 
of 5 million ballots, Biden’s 
victory was unchanged. 

“The numbers don’t lie,” 
said Raffensperger, who said 
that some 28,000 Georgia 
voters simply bypassed the 
presidential race but voted 
down-ballot for others. “At 
the end of the day, President 
Trump came up short.” 

Bowers, the Arizona House 
speaker who also appeared 
in person, walked through 
what started with a Trump 
phone call on a Sunday af- 
ter he returned from church. 
The defeated president laid 
out a proposal to have the 
state replace its electors for 
Biden with others favoring 
Trump. 

“I said, ‘Look, you're 
asking me to do something 
that is counter to my oath,” 
Bowers testified. 

Bowers insisted on see- 
ing Trump's evidence of 
voter fraud, which he said 
Trump's team never pro- 
duced beyond vague alle- 
gations. He recalled Trump 
lawyer Rudy Giuliani later 
told him, *We've got lots of 
theories, we just don't have 
the evidence." 

Trump wanted Bowers to 
hold a hearing at the state 
Capitol, but the Republican 
leader said there was al- 
ready a "circus" atmosphere 
over the election. The pan- 
el showed video footage of 
protesters at the Arizona 
statehouse including a key 
figure, the horned hat-wear- 
ing Jacob Chansley, who 
was later arrested at the Jan. 
6, 2021, Capitol riot. 

Trump nevertheless 
pressed the Arizona official, 
including in a follow-up call, 
suggesting he expected a 
better response from a fel- 
low Republican. 

But Bowers said that be- 
cause of his faith, including 
a belief the U.S. Constitution 
is divinely inspired, what the 
president was asking him to 
do was "foreign to my very 
being.” 

Bowers called Trump’s ef- 


fort a “tragic parody.” 

With in-person testimony, 
Moss, who had worked for 
Georgia’s Fulton County 
elections department since 
2012, and her mother, Ruby 
Freeman, a temporary elec- 
tion worker who spoke ear- 
lier to the panel, gripped the 
audience with their accounts 
of the fallout from the smear 
campaign by Trump and Gi- 
uliani. 

“Do you know how it feels 
to have the president of the 
United States target you?” 
Freeman testified. “The pres- 
ident of the United States is 
supposed to represent every 
American, not to target one. 
But he targeted me.” 

The select committee out- 
lined Trump’s elaborate 
“fake electors” scheme that 
sought to have representa- 
tives in as many as seven 
battlegrounds — Arizona, 
Georgia, Michigan, Penn- 
sylvania, Wisconsin, Nevada 
and New Mexico — state that 
he, not Biden, had won their 
states. 

Several Republicans in 
Congress latched onto the 
scheme in the run-up to Jan. 
6. 

The committee displayed a 
text message from an aide to 
Sen. Ron Johnson, R-Wis., 
to an aide for Vice President 
Mike Pence the morning of 
Jan. 6 saying Johnson want- 
ed to give Pence an “alter- 
nate slate of electors for MI 
and WI.” 

“Do not give that to him,” 
Pence aide Chris Hodgson 
replied. And Johnson didn’t, 
a spokeswoman said Tues- 
day. 

Conservative law profes- 
sor John Eastman, a lawyer 
for Trump, pushed the fake 
electors in the weeks after 
the election. The idea was to 
set up a challenge to Biden's 
win when Congress met on 
Jan. 6 with Pence presiding 
in what is typically a cer- 
emonial role to certify the 
election. Trump sent thou- 
sands of his supporters to the 
Capitol to “fight like hell,” as 
he pressured Pence to reject 
the ballots. The effort ulti- 
mately collapsed amid the 
deadly riot, as Pence refused 
Trump’s demands that he re- 
ject the electors. 


Fed’s Powell facing rising criticism for inflation 


By CHRISTOPHER RUGABER 
AP Economics Writer 


WASHINGTON — Federal 
Reserve Chair Jerome Powell 
won praise for his deft leader- 
ship during the maelstrom of 
the pandemic recession. As 
threats to the U.S. economy 
have mounted, though, Pow- 
ell has increasingly struck 
Fed watchers as much less 
sure-footed. 

Inflation has proved higher 
and far more persistent than 
he or the Fed’s staff econo- 
mists had foreseen. And at 
a policy meeting last week, 
Powell announced an unusu- 
al last-minute switch to a big- 
ger interest rate hike than he 
had previously signaled — and 
then followed with a news 
conference that many econ- 
omists described as muddled 
and inconsistent. 


It’s been a sharp turnaround 
for Powell, who is wide- 
ly credited with preventing 
what could have been a far 
worse economic crisis during 
the pandemic and who last 
month won an easy biparti- 
san Senate confirmation for a 
second four-year term. 

Now, as he confronts chron- 
ically high inflation, plung- 
ing financial markets and the 
growing threat of a recession, 
Powell is facing questions — 
and criticism — surrounding 
his stewardship of the Fed 
at a time when its challenges 
are multiplying. 

Thanks to a once-in-a-cen- 
tury pandemic, the first major 
European war in decades, 
and soaring gas and food 
prices that the Fed has lim- 
ited power to affect, Powell 
could become the first Fed 
chair since Paul Volcker in 


the early 1980s to grapple 
with “stagflation,” a miser- 
able combination of slow 
economic growth and high 
inflation. 

Struggling to curb the worst 
inflation outbreak in four de- 
cades, Powell last week en- 
gineered a three-quarters-of- 
a-point increase in the Fed’s 
short-term interest rate — the 
largest single rate hike in a 
quarter-century. It was an un- 
expectedly aggressive move 
after Powell had made clear 
a month earlier that a more 
modest half-point rate hike 
was coming. 

At his news conference, 
Powell defended the Fed’s 
decision by noting that the 
most recent inflation readings 
had been even more wor- 
risome than expected. The 
Fed’s hike will make it more 
expensive for many consum- 


ers and businesses to borrow. 

Yet Powell’s explanation 
was faulted by many Fed 
watchers, with some com- 
plaining that he had failed to 
articulate a coherent and con- 
sistent policy. 

“The Fed was ad-libbing, 
scrambling to catch up to the 
painfully higher inflation,” 
said Mark Zandi, chief econ- 
omist at Moody’s Analyt- 
ics. "The Fed doesn’t have a 
script and is kind of making 
it up as it goes here.” 

William Dudley, who, as the 
former head of the Federal 
Reserve Bank of New York, 
served with Powell on the 
Fed’s Board of Governors, 
said on a think tank webcast 
last week that the central 
bank’s leader was putting its 
credibility at risk. 

“When the Fed changes 
their mind at the last minute 


like this,’ Dudley said, "it 
does have the potential to un- 
dermine the credibility” of its 
critically important commu- 
nications with markets and 
the public. 

As those criticisms echo, 
Powell will visit Capitol Hill 
this week to give his semi-an- 
nual testimony to House and 
Senate committees, where 
he could face tougher ques- 
tions than at any other point 
in his tenure as Fed chair. He 
will testify one year after he 
stressed his confidence to 
Congress that inflation was 
temporary and would likely 
“wane.” 

It has not. In May, the gov- 
ernment reported, consumer 
prices accelerated 8.6 percent 
from a year earlier. At his 
news conference last week, 
Powell said the Fed had been 
surprised by the latest figures, 


missteps 


which have been fueled by 
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, 
still-clogged global supply 
chains, labor shortages and 
surging demand for services 
from rents to airline tickets to 
restaurant meals. 

"We're not seeing progress 
and we want to see progress 
and that's really another part 
of why we did what we did 
today,” Powell said Wednes- 
day. 

The Fed's huge rate hike 
and Powell's comments re- 
newed concerns among econ- 
omists about where he has 
taken the Fed. Most analysts 
have sharply criticized the 
Powell Fed for waiting too 
long to tighten credit when 
inflation took off last year 
and warn that it's now having 
to raise rates so fast as to risk 
tipping the economy into re- 
cession. 
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ABOVE: Becky Bowman, of Wabash, received the Sponsor's Choice 


fying As Nine." 


Award. This is her piece, "Pineapple Upside Down Cake." RIGHT: 
This is the work of Jerry Ginther, 


of Rochester, titled, “Six Identi- 


Honeywell announces Themed 
Art Competition winners 


The exhibit is on 
display now through 
Monday, July 11 


STAFF REPORT 


The 2022 Themed Art 
Competition exhibit is on 
display through Monday, 
July 11 in the Clark Gallery 
at the Honeywell Center, ac- 
cording to digital marketing 
specialist Kaitlynn Still. 

Sponsored by the city of 
Wabash, the exhibit features 
more than 40 works of art 
by 21 artists, with all pieces 


featuring a theme of “Up- 
side Down." 

Winning honors were 
awarded to works created 
by Elaine Balke, of Silver 
Lake; Becky Bowman, of 
Wabash; Rebecca Gazarik, 
of Yoder; Jerry Ginther, 
of Rochester; Sarah Pyle, 
of North Manchester; and 
Brenda Ramseier, of Silver 
Lake. 

Artists receiving an Hon- 
orable Mention were Kelly 
Meadows, of Peru; Barbara 
Pantaralka, of Dubiecko, 
Ukraine; Shaun Edward 
Putnam, of Kokomo; Chris- 
tina Slayton, of Russiaville; 


Maria Snapp, of Tipton; and 
Elaine Wolfe, of Westfield. 

Becky Bowman, of Wa- 
bash, received the Sponsor’s 
Choice Award. 

Pieces selected for the ex- 
hibit were chosen by judges 
David Hannon, of Muncie 
and Sachi Yanari-Rizzo, of 
Fort Wayne. 

Hannon, an associate pro- 
fessor of Art at Ball State 
University, has presented 
solo exhibitions in New 
York and Tennessee. His 
work has been featured in 
national juried exhibitions 
and art institutions at Xavi- 
er University, the Illinois 


Institute of Art Chicago’s 
Gallery 180, the Strohl Art 
Center in Chautauqua, New 
York, and more. 

Rizzo has served in a cu- 
rator role at the Fort Wayne 
Museum of Art for nearly 
30 years, most recently as 
Curator of Prints and Draw- 
ings. She holds a Master 
of Arts degree from The 
Ohio State University and 
a Bachelor of Arts degree 
from Michigan State. She 
currently serves on the Pub- 
lic Art Selection Committee 
for Fort Wayne. 

For more information, vis- 
it honeywellarts.org. 


VACCINES 
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soon as possible.” 

According to the ISDH, 
in Wabash County, there 
are three vaccination loca- 
tions available including 
CVS Pharmacy, 486 N. 
Cass St.; Kroger Pharma- 
cy, 1309 N. Cass St.; and 
Wal-Mart Pharmacy, 1601 
N. Cass St. As of Tuesday, 
June 21, none of these sites 
had listed vaccinations be- 
ing available yet for those 
ages 6 months to 5 years 
old. However, the Kroger 
Pharmacy location is vacci- 
nating children ages to 5 to 
11, and individuals 12-plus. 
To schedule appointments 
at this location, call 866- 
211-5320. 

On Friday, May 20, the 
ISDH announced that Hoo- 
siers ages 5 to 11 are eli- 
gible for a booster dose of 
the COVID-19 vaccine. On 
Wednesday, March 30, the 
ISDH announced that Hoo- 
siers age 12 and older who 
have weakened immune 
systems and individuals age 
50 and older who received 
a booster dose of an mRNA 
COVID-19 vaccine at least 
four months ago are eligi- 
ble for a second booster. 
Now, the ISDH is advising 
vaccine providers that they 
may also begin administer- 
ing boosters of the Pfizer 
pediatric vaccine to chil- 
dren ages 5 to 11 whose last 
dose was administered at 
least five months ago. 

According to the ISDH, 


as of Monday, June 20, 
58.1 percent of the state’s 
eligible population age 
5 and over are now fully 
vaccinated. That statewide 
figure is lower for ages 5 
to 11, which only has 21.4 
percent of the eligible pop- 
ulation fully vaccinated. On 
the local level, for the zip 
code 46992, which includes 
Wabash, 43.1 percent of the 
eligible population 5 years 
and over are fully vaccinat- 
ed. 

On Friday, May 13, the 
ISDH reported the first Wa- 
bash County COVID-19 
death in two months. During 
that latest update, the ISDH 
reported the 156th local 
death was recorded Mon- 
day, May 2. The last time a 
local COVID-19 death was 
reported was Friday, March 
8. On Wednesday, May 18, 
in response to a Plain Deal- 
er request, ISDH media 
relations coordinator Me- 
gan Wade-Taxter said the 
local death which occurred 
Friday, March 18 was the 
54th local death. One oth- 
er local death, which was 
added to the count after 
Friday, March 18, occurred 
on Feb. 7. This additional 
local death was added to 
the count before the one on 
Monday, May 2. 

“There was a delay in 
reporting those deaths to 
ISDH,” said Wade-Taxter. 

For more information, vis- 
it www.statehealth.in. gov. 

Rob Burgess, Wabash Plain 
Dealer editor, may be reached by 
email at rburgess@wabashplain 
dealer.com. 


ART 


From page A1 


Rager said members of 
the NMHS are invited to an 
oasis open during this gath- 
ering for a private recep- 
tion. In the event of extreme 
weather, the event will take 


place inside the museum. 

The NMCH is open from 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Tuesdays 
through Fridays, and from 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturdays. 
The museum will be closed 
Sunday, July 3. 

For more information, 
visit www.northmanchester 
centerforhistory.org. 


VETERANS 
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In 2021, Wabash County 
had climbed to fifth overall 
for benefits received on a 
per veteran basis. Also last 
year, Wabash County again 
realized a marked increase 
in veteran benefits of $22.9 
million, up substantially from 
$21 million in 2020. 

In 2022, Daugherty said 
Wabash County again real- 


ized an increase in veteran 
benefits as it "easily" topped 
the $23 million mark for the 
first time. 

“Tt is important to point out 
that aging veterans from both 
World War II and the Korean 
War continue to pass on at a 
steady rate,” said Daugherty. 

Daugherty said this has re- 
sulted in a decrease in Wabash 
County’s overall veteran pop- 
ulation of approximately 1.9 
percent. The overall Wabash 
County veteran population 


is down from 2,127 to 2,086 
between 2021 and 2022. By 
comparison, between 2020 
and 2021, the overall Wabash 
County veteran population 
was also down from 2,165 to 
2,127. 

“Wabash County has still 
managed to increase its focus 
on veteran assistance pro- 
grams despite the dwindling 
veteran population,” said 
Daugherty. "This is largely 
due to the outreach programs 
and practices of the Veterans 


Service Office." 

Daugherty said their office, 
which also includes deputy 
county veteran officer Be- 
linda Ireland, had taken well 
over 800 actions that benefit 
county veterans in the past 
fiscal year despite the office 
being only part-time manned 
and budgeted for 1,000 hours 
yearly at the time of the VA's 
report. 

Daugherty was able to 
make the Veteran Service Of- 
fice full-time in January with 


the approval of the Wabash 
County Commissioners and 
the Wabash County Council. 

Daugherty said they are 
now able to "better support 
our county veterans and their 
families." 

"Among the benefits that 
Wabash County Veteran Ser- 
vice Officer Sam Daugherty 
helps veterans receive are 
healthcare, disability com- 
pensation, burial allowances, 
educational assistance, vo- 
cational rehabilitation assis- 


tance and nursing home as- 
sistance,” said Daugherty. 

Daugherty said the office is 
now open Monday through 
Friday throughout the year 
at 1 W. Hill St., “but appoint- 
ments are requested due to 
the time and attention need- 
ed to service each veteran’s 
claim for assistance.” 

For more information, call 
260-563-0661 ext. 1281. 

Rob Burgess, Wabash Plain Dealer 
editor, may be reached by email at 
rburgess@wabashplaindealer.com. 
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to showcase the incredible 
art and culture that Wabash 
County has to offer.” 

The most recent Ja- 
pan-Northeast Indiana 
Summit was held in De- 
cember 2020 virtually due 
to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
During that event, then-Wa- 
bash City Schools (WCS) 
superintendent Jason Calla- 
han emphasized the impor- 
tance of foreign investment 
to the local schools and 
economy. 

Callahan said the WCS 
mission was meant “largely 
to ensure every kid is col- 
lege and career ready in a 
global economy.” 

Callahan said they did that 
by ensuring every graduate 
achieves one of the “three 
Es”: Enrollment in college 
or higher education, em- 
ployed at a living wage or 
enlisted in the military. 

Callahan said in 2008, the 
recession in Wabash County 


“really hit hard.” 
Callahan said WCS be- 
came an early college 


school, one of the few in 
Indiana. In 2019, 20 percent 
of Wabash High School 
(WHS) graduates left high 
school with an Ivy Tech 
statewide transfer core, 
“which is basically their 
first year at a four-year in- 
stitution.” 


Callahan said 63 percent 
of Hoosier children were 
enrolling in two- and four- 
year colleges, 38 percent 
of college-going students 
completed in four years and 
59.2 percent of high school 
students who enroll in col- 
lege completed within six 
years. 

Callahan said it was at this 
point WCS started looking 
for partnerships in the com- 
munity. 

Callahan said through 
GWC they were connected 
with Oji Intertech, a Japa- 
nese company with a loca- 
tion in North Manchester. 
Oji Intertech is one of sev- 
eral foreign companies with 
a presence in Wabash Coun- 
ty: Wabash’s Home Design 
is based in Malaysia, Ur- 
bana’s Kalenborn Abresist 
Corporation is based in Ger- 
many and Wabash Castings 
is based in Canada. 

Callahan said what Oji In- 
tertech needed was a qual- 
ified, skilled workforce, so 
they talked about re-fram- 
ing the image of manufac- 
turing. 

Callahan said their Ca- 
reer Partnership Scholars 
program was designed to 
“empower students to real- 
ize an affordable pathway 
to achieve their passions 
and to develop and sustain 
a quality workforce through 
local talent development 
and retention.” 

Callahan said Oji Inter- 
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tech, in turn, “could have a 
viable pipeline of talent for 
years to come." 

At the December 2020 
event, Consul-General of 
Japan in Chicago Kenichi 
Okada said he visited Wa- 
bash in September 2020, 
when WHS started its 
first-ever foreign language 
program, studying Japa- 
nese. 

"That's great steps that 
can be modeled for other 
schools across Indiana and 
the United States,” said 
Okada. 

Okada said the region was 
"doing everything right." 
Okada said three previous 
investment missions “have 
more than put your name on 
the map in Japan." 

"Japan's spotlight is now 
brightly shining on your re- 
gion,” said Okada. 

Okada said they have 
about 340 Japanese busi- 
ness facilities in Indiana 
that provided about 70,000 
direct jobs. Okada said that 
figure jumped by 28 percent 
over the past five years. 

“Indiana shines because 
it is home to nearly half of 
the jobs created by 1,600 
Japanese companies in the 
10-state region,” said Okada. 

During the December 
2020 keynote presentation, 
BowerGroupAsia’s man- 


aging director for Japan 
Kiyoaki Aburaki said Indi- 
ana’s location was key to 
the success of the partner- 
ship, but that the “people of 
Indiana are wonderful.” 

Aburaki said he traced 
the state’s special relation- 
ship to their country back 
decades. In June 1984, In- 
diana Gov. Robert D. Orr 
announced a bipartisan leg- 
islative agreement to abol- 
ish Indiana’s unitary taxa- 
tion, which 12 states use to 
calculate a local company’s 
tax as a percentage of its to- 
tal, worldwide profits, not 
on simply the profits of the 
subsidiary situated in that 
states, according to David 
E. Sanger of The New York 
Times. 

However, Aburaki said the 
U.S.-Japan Trade Agree- 
ment, the Comprehensive 
and Progressive Agreement 
for Trans-Pacific Partner- 
ship (CPTPP) and the Re- 
gional Comprehensive Eco- 
nomic Partnership (RCEP) 
“still have some problems.” 

For more information, vis- 
it Www.growwabashcounty. 
com/2022japansummit or 
email sarah@growwabash 
county.com. 

Rob Burgess, Wabash Plain 
Dealer editor, may be reached by 
email at rburgess@wabashplain 
dealer.com. 
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required for this free event. 
However, an adult must ac- 
company children under the 
age of 12. 

“After the parade, families 
can stay on Hill Street and 
enjoy a block party-like fes- 
tival with activities and food 
provided by several business- 
es on Hill Street,” said Till. 

Till said organizations par- 
ticipating in the event include 
the Wabash Carnegie Public 
Library (WCPL), Wabash 
Christian Church, Wabash 
Presbyterian Church, The 
Montessori School at Wa- 
bash Presbyterian Church, 
Babe of Wabash County, 
Common Grounds and Pur- 
due Extension of Wabash 
County. 

Babe of Wabash Coun- 
ty, which is organizing the 
event, is a project under the 
Community Foundation of 
Wabash County (CFWC) 
and is not income-based. It is 
open to all types of families 
including biological parents, 


step-parents, single parents, 


GoSPel p 


Rade 


Praise 


adoptive parents, guardians, 
foster parents and grandpar- 
ents. 

Babe is a spin-off of a larger 
organization called B.A.B.E 
(Beds And Britches, Etc.) 
B.A.B.E. can be found in 
many different counties in 
Indiana. 

Babe of Wabash County is 
an incentive-based program 
that partners with business- 
es and organizations in the 
county that promote good 
health, education and con- 
nections. When parents take 
their children from pregnan- 
cy to 5-year-old to Babe part- 
ners, they will earn coupons. 
In addition, Babe offers 
classes and support groups. 

Babe of Wabash County 
coupons may be redeemed 
for much-needed baby items 
like diapers, wipes, cloth- 
ing, cribs and mattresses, car 
seats and more at the Babe of 
Wabash County store. 


For more information, 
email — babeofwabashinc@ 
gmail.com. 


Rob Burgess, Wabash Plain Deal- 
er editor, may be reached by email 
at rburgess@wabashplaindealer. 
com. 


Locally 
Owned 


« Radio 


^ Station 


Listen to all your Southern 
Gospel Favorites 24/7 
Download the FREE 


smartphone app or Alexa 
www.gospelpraiseradio.live 


Catch Andy 


McCord 


in the mornings 
weekdays 6a-10am 
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SOUTHWO 


Several students were rec- 
ognized at the 2021-22 South- 
wood High School Academic 
Awards Program on Monday, 
May 23, according to school 
counselor Roger Boone. 


Department Awards 


Agriculture 


Outstanding Animal Sci- 
ence Student: Isabella Knote 


Outstanding Into to Agri- 
culture Student: Kendall Sarll 


Art 


Outstanding Advanced 2D 
Art Student: Ronaldo Benavi- 
dez-Arellano 


Outstanding Advanced 3D 
Art Student: Isabella Gusma- 
no 


Business 


Outstanding College & 
Careers Students: Cherish 
Dillon, Zoey Gaylourd 


Outstanding Personal 
Finance Students: Emma 
Adams, Carley Whitesel 


Outstanding Into to Busi- 
ness Student: Kinsley Miller 


Outstanding Accounting 
Student: Elise Adams 


Outstanding Marketing 
Students: Allianah Lopez, 
Jason Oprisek 


Outstanding Professional 
Career Internship Student: 
Marissa Metzger 


Overall Outstanding Busi- 


ness Department Students: 
Rylee Barney, Trista Roser 


English 
Outstanding English 9 Stu- 
dent: Rowan Goodpasture 
Outstanding English 10 
Student: Shyanne Stout 
Outstanding English 11 
Student: Sara Perez 
Outstanding English 12 
Student: Kloe Teulker 
Outstanding AP English 
Language/Comp Students: 
Bryn Mealy, Dakota Wilson 
Outstanding ACP/Dual 
Credit Student: Beau Kendall 
Overall Outstanding 


English Department Student: 
Trista Roser 


| CAN HEAR, BUT | CAN'T UNDERSTAND 


DOL A 


Family and Consumer 
Science (FACS) 

Outstanding Child Devel- 
opment Students: Audrey 
Amos 

Outstanding Nutrition and 
Wellness Students: Carrie 
Collins, Jaret Denney, Jordan 
Hart, Kinsley Miller 


Foreign Language 


Outstanding Spanish I Stu- 
dent: Zoey Gaylourd 


Outstanding Spanish II 
Student: Emma Adams 


Outstanding Spanish III 
Student: Haley Lanning 


Health/Physical 
Education 
Outstanding Health Stu- 


dents: Luke Herring, Makenna 
Snow 


Outstanding Female PE 
Student: Grace Drake 


Outstanding Male PE Stu- 
dent: lan Vanderpool 


Outstanding Elective PE 
Student: Jacob Marlow 


Industrial Technology 


Outstanding CAD | Student: 
Kendall Sarll 


Mathematics 


Outstanding Algebra | Stu- 
dent: Zoey Gaylourd 


Outstanding Geometry Stu- 
dent: Jordan Hart 


Outstanding Algebra II Stu- 
dents: Carrie Collins, Bryn 
Mealy 


Outstanding Pre-Calculus 
Student: Elise Adams 


Outstanding Calculus Stu- 
dents: Tyler Whitesel 


Overall Outstanding Math 
Student: Joseph Bland 


Science 


Outstanding Biology | Stu- 
dents: Grace Drake, Rowan 
Goodpasture 


Outstanding Anatomy & 
Physiology Student: Sara 
Perez 


Outstanding Chemistry 
Students: Emma Adams, 
Libee Price, Carley Whitesel 


Overall Outstanding Sci- 
ence Student: Bryn Mealy 


IIC AWARD 


Social Studies 


Outstanding ACP US Histo- 
ry Students: Elise Adams, 
Bryn Mealy 

Outstanding United States 
History Students: Asyraf 
Luqman, Sara Perez 

Outstanding Holocaust 
Student: Logan Hiner 

Outstanding Psychology 
Student: Elise Adams 

Outstanding Civil War Stu- 
dent: Dylan Stout 

Outstanding World History 
Student: Gabriel Mealy 

Outstanding AP World His- 
tory Student: Randall Boone 

Outstanding Current 
Events Student: Dylan Stout 

Outstanding Senior Social 
Studies Student: Maddison 
Hunter 

Outstanding High School 
Robotics Program Students: 
Casey Boardman, Ryan Deeter, 
Grace Drake, Daedric Kaehr, 
Ethan Lochard 


Outstanding Student 
Congress Members 
Emma Adams, Ella Haupert, 
Allianah Lopez, Dakota Wilson 


Senior Student Congress 
Members 
Rylee Barney, Joseph Bland, 
Grant Holloway, Beau Kendall, 
Makenlie Lambert, Marissa 
Metzger, Trista Roser, Brayden 
Smith, Kloe Teulker, Tyler 
Whitesel, Bailey Wyatt 
Senior Class Cabinet 
Members 
President — Kloe Teulker 
Vice President — Rylee Bar- 
ney 
Secretary — Marissa Metzger 
Treasurer — Joseph Bland 
Cabinet Member — Mya Den- 
ney 


Cabinet Member — Makenlie 
Lambert 


Academic & Technical 
Honors Diploma 
Candidates 
Rylee Barney, Joseph Bland, 

Isabelle Carpenter, Mya Den- 
ney, Madison Hipskind, Maddi- 
son Hunter, Beau Kendall, 
Makenlie Lambert, Haley Lan- 


ning, Stephen Madaris, Maris- 
sa Metzger, Trista Roser, 
Brayden Smith, Ashton Steele, 
Amelia Sweet, Kloe Teulker, 
Tyler Whitesel, Bailey Wyatt 


Presidential Academic 
Education Awards 


Joseph Bland, Maddison 
Hunter, Tyler Whitesel 


MSDWC Senior 
Academic Achievement 
Awards 


Joseph Bland, Mya Denney, 
Madison Hipskind, Maddison 
Hunter, Beau Kendall, Makenlie 
Lambert, Haley Lanning, Trista 
Roser, Kloe Teulker, Tyler 
Whitesel, Bailey Wyatt 


MSDWC Junior Academic 
Achievement Awards 


Elise Adams, Zebadiah Her- 
ring, Bryn Mealy, Katelyn 
Ranck, Kyle Smith, Dylan 
Stout, Aleia Sweet, Dakota Wil- 
son, Alaina Winer, Makenna 
Younce 


Southwood Athletics 
Senior Honor Blanket 
Awards 


Joseph Bland, Mya Denney, 
Jacob Marlow, Marissa 
Metzger, Brayden Smith, Bai- 
ley Wyatt 


Southwood Athletics 
Senior Knight Loyalty 
Awards 


Mya Denney 


National Honor Society 
Seniors 


Rylee Barney, Joseph Bland, 
Isabelle Carpenter, Mya Den- 
ney, Madison Hipskind, Maddi- 
son Hunter, Beau Kendall, 
Makenlie Lambert, Haley Lan- 
ning, Stephen Madaris, Maris- 
sa Metzger, Trista Roser, 
Brayden Smith, Amelia Sweet, 
Kloe Teulker, Tyler Whitesel, 
Bailey Wyatt 


Scholarships 


Indiana University Kokomo 
Scholarships: Isabelle Car- 
penter, Stephen Madaris 


Wabash County Farm 
Bureau Inc. Scholarships: 
Marissa Metzger, Brayden 
Smith 


Tri-Kappa Scholarship: Mya 
Denney 


MSDWC Education Associ- 
ation Scholarship: Haley Lan- 
ning 

Dazey Band Scholarship: 
Jared Richards 


Eagles’ Keith Jolly Schol- 
arship: Joseph Bland 


MSDWC Board of Educa- 
tion Scholarship: Makenlie 
Lambert 


Briannon Joelle Curless 
Memorial Scholarship: Rylee 
Barney 


Floyd 0. Glass Scholarship: 
Stephen Madaris 


Beryl M. Klare Scholar- 
ships: Rylee Barney, Joseph 
Bland, Mya Denney, Madison 
Hipskind, Madison Sarll, 
Brayden Smith, Ashton Steele 


John and Edith Richards 
Memorial Scholarships: Mya 
Denney, Madison Hipskind, 
Haley Lanning, Trista Roser 


Charles and Florence 
Emrick Scholarship: Madison 
Hipskind 

Blair and Marie Tate Schol- 
arship: Stephen Madaris 


Wabash County Society for 
Crippled Children Scholar- 
ship: Madison Hipskind 


Wabash County Memorial 
Scholarship: Stephen Madaris 


Walter Yopst Educational 
Scholarships: Stephen 
Madaris, Tyler Whitesel 


Community Foundation 
Early Award Scholarships: 
Rylee Barney, Brandon Carey, 
Mya Denney, Maddison Hunter, 
Makenlie Lambert, Haley Lan- 
ning, Marissa Metzger, Trista 
Roser, Madison Sarll, Ashton 
Steele, Kloe Teulker, Bailey 
Wyatt 


Heartland Career Center 
Scholarship: Tyler Whitesel 


Midwest Eye Consultants/ 
Kiwanis Self-Reliance 
Award: Beau Kendall 


Indiana Tech Elite Scholar- 
ship: Beau Kendall 


Indiana University Bloom- 
ington Provost Scholarship: 
Trista Roser 


Burger King Scholars 
Award: Maddison Hunter 


University of Alabama 
National Recognition Schol- 
arship: Maddison Hunter 


Salamonie 
Senior 
Luncheon 
set for 
Monday, 
July 11 


STAFF REPORT 


The monthly Salamonie 
Senior Luncheon will be 
held at noon Monday, July 
11, at Salamonie Lake In- 
terpretive Center, 3691 
New Holland Road, An- 
drews, according to inter- 
pretive manager Teresa 
Rody. 

Anyone age 50 or older is 
welcome to attend. 

“Reena Ramos will share 
about ACRES Land Trust, 
a member-supported non- 
profit organization dedi- 
cated to protecting natu- 
ral and working lands in 
northeast Indiana and por- 
tions of southern Michigan 
and northwest Ohio,” said 
Rody. Some of ACRES na- 
ture preserves are open to 
the public with hiking trails 
and offers around 10 events 
per season. ACRES mem- 
bers and volunteers make 
protecting land possible. 
Learn how you can help 
protect the land you love.” 

The program begins with 
a carry-in meal at noon. 
Guests should bring a side 
dish to share, a beverage 
and their table service. The 
main dish, pulled pork, is 
provided by Friends of the 
Upper Wabash Interpretive 
Services. A donation will 
be accepted to help defray 
costs. 

Seating is limited. Res- 
ervations may be made by 
calling 260-468-2127. 

For more information, 
visit Facebook.com/Upper 
Wabash, https://on.IN.gov/ 
salamonielake or dnrIN. 
gov. 


Visit us online at 
www.wabash 
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= Beltone 


Did you know that the earliest sign of hearing difficulty is often the complaint that "I can hear, but I can't understand." While this type of comment may seem contradictory, it 
makes a lot of sense to the hearing care professionals at Beltone. In an industry that is often confusing to consumers — our goal is to make patients comfortable in a no pressure 
environment. At Beltone, our hearing screenings and evaluations are always complimentary. We take the time to get to know you and your medical history and explain the results 
of your evaluation in an easy-to-understand way. 


What you can expect at Beltone: 
Great hearing devices: Our advanced digital technology gives you speech clarity with minimal background noise. 
Customer service: From day one, we established a set of values unlike anything else in the industry — making your health our number one priority. 
Exclusive BelCare: Receive a lifetime of care and service for both you and your device. 


Hearing aids are not just to help you hear but are critical to improving your brain's ability to decode speech. If hearing loss is left untreated, 
speech discrimination drops over time. This is because the part of the brain that decodes speech is not getting any exercise. Like a muscle 
without exercise, the ability to decode speech will deteriorate, but unlike a muscle, in most cases you can't get it back. This is why it’s very 
important to get a hearing aid when you need one, rather than waiting until you can't hear at all. 


P.S. We know there are hundreds of hearing aid advertisements out there promising different things. We see the news stories that talk about 
over-the-counter hearing aids. We can tell you the truth about "cheap" hearing aids—they don't work very well. At Beltone we are dedicated 
to finding a hearing solution that is right for both you and your budget! 


—— FREE ——SPECIAL——;, 
Hearing Screening !! Hearing Aide 
& Consultation starting at just $999 


4 Offer valid on one (1) Rely 2 battery-operated RIE digital Hearing Aid 
Expires 6/30/22 technology. Not hin on previous purchases. While supplies last. 
Expires 6/30/22 


|| 10096 Digital ITC 
(In-the-canal) 


WAS $1999 


| 10096 Digital Open-Fit BTE 
(Behind-the-ear) 


WAS $1999 


"| 10096 Digital Half Shell 
(Half Shell-in-the-ear) 


WAS $1999 


10096 Digital Full Shell 
(Full Shell-in-the-ear) 


WAS $1999 


*Offer valid on one (1) Rely 2 digital hearing aid technology. Fits up to 35 dB loss. 


HUNTINGTON 
2808 Theater Ave., Ste. B 


(next to Edward Jones) 


260-366-0403 


MARION 
1228 N. Baldwin Ave. 


(Next to Verizon) 


765-613-0005 


$ 


Price Match Guarantee: 
We will meet or beat any competitor price or 
coupon on comparable item or product 


Now serving Indiana, Illinois & Ohio! 
Call 800-371-HEAR or visit beltoneindiana.com 


Most insurance 
plans accepted 


All Beltone Indiana offices are locally operated by your friends and neighbors 


*Valid at participating locations only. See locations for details. **Offer valid on one (1) Rely 2 RIE digital hearing aid technology. Fits up to a 35 dB loss. FINANCING AVAILABLE! 
Previous purchases excluded. Cannot be combined with any other promotions or discounts. Benefits of hearing instruments may vary by type and 
VISA 


= Beltone 


degree of hearing loss, noise environment, accuracy of hearing evaluation and proper fit. © 2021 All rights reserved. Beltone is a trademark of 
GN Hearing Care Corporation. 
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BEETLE BAILEY 


I'M THINKING 
OF RETIRING 


BLONDIE 


HONEY, IVE BEEN THINKING L| 
ABOUT A GREAT IDEA FOR OUR }» 


Mb dE 
A COOKOUT? BAD 


Z 


LOOK AT TRIXIE | 
STARING AT 


Jobers com 


WELL,DON'T PLAN ON 

HANGING AROUND THE 
HOUSE DRIVING ME 
CRAZY ALL DAY/ 


YOU'RE GOING 
TO SIGNUP FOR 


YES, TO 
PRESERVE 


E2022 Comicara, Inc. Dist buted by King Feetures Syndicate, 


NO, A NICE BIG 
SWIMMING POOL! 


TM SORRY, DEAR, 
RESIST «^| YOU JUST LOOK 
MAKING ) > SO DARN CUTE 
AY HAIR (WHEN THAT HAPPENS 


Sa Oe 


I'M HOPING I DON'T 
GET HIT BY 4 FALLING 
ELEPHANT! 


SUPPOSED TO 
PLAY DEAD? 


HE'S BEEN HAVING SEPARATION 
ANXIETY LATELY 


DILBERT 


DOGBERT THE SELFISH 
THERAPIST 


TRY ONE OF THESE 
POWERFUL SLEEPING 


DECOTTADAMSSAYS. 


"DEAR ASK A DOG, WHY 
PO SOME DOGS ACT 
LIKE THEY'RE PEOPLE?" 


‘Sava PAWS, NG Al ight Reserved 


GRANVMOTHER, YOU OWE 
THE TRS TOO MUCH MONEY. 


WHAT SHOULY. 
T PO, PONALP??P 


HAVEN'T EVEN TOLD 


I HAVE PEOPLE TRYING 
TO MAKE YOU A FAKE 
PASSPORT SO YOU 


WHAT'S WRONG 1 CAN'T GET THEM tfi; ETHER 
WITH THEM? TO STAY AROUND MY CHEST OR 
MIQULE. THEY INSIST DRAWERS. 

ON RUNG es 


SLEEPING PILLS? I YEAH, IT^ TRYING 
TO HEAD THAT OFF 


YOU MY PROBLEM AT THE PASS. 


ARE THESE 
PEOPLE SHAPY? 


SN g| | NO, JUST INCOMPETENT. } 
\ FIVEL'S FUR GOT g 
CAUGHT IN THE 


PRINTER AGAIN. 


SUDOKU 


How to play: Complete 
the grid so that every 
row, column and 3x3 box 
contains every digit from 
1 to 9. 


Today’s solution 


THE DAILY COMMUTER PUZZLE 


ACROSS 
1 Mr. Leno 
4 “I Got _”; Jim 
Croce song 


9 Travel like a scent 
13 No longer here 


14 Part of USNA 
15 Luau dance 

16 Moistens 

17 Failed to notice 
19 “Not long 


shot!” 
20 Stadium levels 


21 Comes in last 

22  in;brings 
under control 

24 Word attached to 
stick or reading 

25 Unoccupied 

27 __ about; praising 
wildly 

30 Unable to sit still 

31 West Point 
newcomer 


33 “Please Dont _ 
the Daisies” 


35 In a __; sulking 


36 Rosary pieces 


Created by Jacqueline E. Mathews 


37 Citrus fruit , 
38 __ Tac; breath 6 Declare positively Today’s solution 
mint 7 Spoils 3|Aj8 A|1|Llj|3)d S|Mi3|S 
3 irata wound 8 Perpendicular gW NOHE QOC 
‘eligious tene annex 
41 Less complicated 9 Goldberg RELIES sjnojruvioujdin 
43. cracker 10 Diving birds ajo ojoucdWMiNoovis 
44 Boxer's foot 11 Run away Ening vid 
45 Scale . 12 Tiny amounts W|viH|V|H|9 MELJE] 
46 Breakfast strip 13 Initials for YIN SO ago. 
49 Hang limply Obama's EIRE] LINIS 
51 Abnormal predecessor 
54 Hilarious 18 Pimiento holder (LY |3 i = SLNV 
20 e ate 20 Wee E NILA l|N|V|O]|V|A 
7 Singer Celine 23 Compass dli SIN alu 
58 Small appliances direction slalslola SAE - 
59 Charitable 24 Retrievers, for 
offering short aj3j/0jO | 1|H|3/|AJO S|1|3 |M 
60 Makes clothes 25 Far-reaching KAMILL MILALJAADI EIDIR 
61 NASCAR's 26* Get Your ESEILALO SW VIN A\v ie 
Richard Gun” 52022 Tribune Content Agency, LLC 6/22/22 
62 “So long!” 27 Cincinnati team All Rights Reserved. 
28 Helpful to those ^ 40 Faucet problem ^ 49 Critical 
DOWN nearby 42 Silverware 50 Word with canal 
1 Mr. Bishop 29 Fraternity letter pieces or beer 
2 South Pole's 31 Social equal 43 Gleaming 52 Impromptu 
location 32. Cruces, NM 45 Census screwdriver 
3TV's"Say to 34 Browns or 46 Immature flowers 53 — and don'ts; 
the Dress" Braves 47 *...four and rules to follow 
4 Sanctify with oil 36 Make tea twenty blackbirds 55 — up; shred 
5 Main sections of 37 Rich soil baked in  ..." 56 File folder label 
cathedrals 39 Actress Rigg 48 Crop pest spot 


Group chat leads to group dilemma 


DEAR AMY: My friend 
“Jane” recently texted our 
group of girlfriends with in- 
formation concerning another 
girlfriend, “Maggie.” 

Jane told us all that she was 
using a social media dating 
app while out of town for 
— business and 
Maggie's hus- 
band “Jed” 
(also out of 
town for busi- 
ness) “swiped 
right" on Jane. 

The screen- 
" shots she 
shared with us 
showed that 
D| he had set up 

his profile to 


Amy 
Dickinson 
Ask Amy 


appear single. 

Jane asked for advice on 
what to do with this. We have 
long suspected Jed was no 
good, but we also acknowl- 
edge this couple could have 
an open relationship. Either 
way, we felt it best that Mag- 
gie have the information. 

Jane and I don't know Mag- 
gie well, but another woman 
in the group, “Susan,” does. 

Susan agreed to pass this 
information on to Maggie 
discreetly and tactfully. Un- 
fortunately, it’s been months, 
and we just learned that Susan 
never told Maggie because it 
makes her uncomfortable. 

My husband, also close 
with Maggie, then said that 
he would tell her instead. He 
also hasn't followed through, 
citing the same reason. 

I went back to the source 
and asked Jane to notify Mag- 
gie, and she also declined, 
saying it ^wasn't her place." 

I am starting to get antsy 
knowing this information is 
in everyone's head except 
Maggie's! I feel terrible for 
her. I feel wrong stepping in 
but I just feel she needs the 


information. 

Do I drop it? Is it out of line 
to send an anonymous letter 
or something? I don't want to 
cause more drama or confu- 
sion, only inform. — Fretting 

DEAR FRETTING: My first 
piece of advice is that you 
should all stop discussing this 
as a group. This has descend- 
ed into the realm of personal 
gossip. 

The obvious solution would 
have been for "Jane" to re- 
spond to “Jed’s” swipe, say- 
ing, “Dude, I know your 
wife!” Otherwise, all you 
know is that this man is pos- 
ing as an unmarried man and 
“swiping right” while out of 
town. While I agree that this 
is dishonest and definitely a 
violation of most relationship 
norms — this is all you know. 

You might be the right per- 
son to put this to rest, because 
you don’t have an extant re- 
lationship to protect, and it is 
obviously bothering you. 

If you decide to contact her, 
you should only tell her, “A 
single woman I know saw 
‘Jed’s’ profile on a dating app. 
I don’t know anything more 
than that, but after wrestling 
with this dilemma, I’ve decid- 
ed to tell you.” 

Otherwise — drop it. 

DEAR AMY: My niece (the 
youngest) is getting married 
in far northern Minnesota at 
a luxurious location. I live in 
the Southwest. 

My brother (her dad) just 
sent me an email telling me 
that his wife is very upset that 
I am not planning to attend. 
He stated that he had hoped 
one person from our side of 
the family would be there. 

I live 1,000 miles away and 
work full time. I cannot afford 
airfare — or gas and hotel ex- 
penses — nor can I take that 
much time away from work. 


In addition, it would not be 
wise to drive that distance 
alone! 

My two older brothers (one 
of which is the bride's dad) 
are retired and have excessive 
incomes. 

Should I consider asking 
them for the funds, so I might 
possibly be there to represent 
the family? — A Sister in a 
Quandary! 

DEAR SISTER: In addition 
to the father of the bride, you 
have another brother who 
might be able to represent 
your side of the family. 

You have lined up a list of 
reasons why you cannot at- 
tend this wedding. (Either 
you can get the time off from 
work, or you can't.) 

If you want to attend, you 
should respond honestly: “I 
would really like to be there, 
but honestly I just cannot af- 
ford the expense. I’m really 
sorry.” 

Your brothers might offer to 
finance this trip. If so, I hope 
you'll go. 

DEAR AMY: I’m appalled by 
your response to “Stressed in 
the West,” asking about wed- 
ding invitations to her cousins 
who have expressed racist 
opinions and used racist slurs. 
Racists are not “bozos.” They 
are hateful, ignorant and dan- 
gerous people. The accom- 
modating view you express 
contributes to the ongoing 
crisis in the U.S. Racism in all 
forms should not be tolerated. 

Yes, the decision is for 
the couple to make, but the 
bride’s parents can make it 
very clear that they stand 100 
percent behind their decision 
not to invite racists to their 
wedding. — Liz 

DEAR LIZ: My mistake. 
These cousins as described 
were not only “bozos.” They 
were racist bozos. 
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ARIES (March 21-April 19) Your 
attractive and accepting personality 
makes you popular, so you might 
receive plenty of admiration and 
inviting glances. Your outgoing 
friendliness can attract new social 
and business contacts, as well as 
cheerful interchanges. 

TAURUS (April 20-May 20) When 
you are in your zone you can widen 
your social network, visit friends or 
get out and circulate. Your ambi- 
tions might be at a high point, so 
use every opportunity to get ahead 
and create added material security. 

GEMINI (May 21-June 20) There 
are no stupid questions, only stupid 
assumptions. If you aren’t sure how 
to proceed, a simple question can 
yield all the answers. No one does it 
alone, don’t be afraid to ask for 
help, information or a lifeline. 

CANCER (June 21-July 22) Don't 
be surprised that a few strings are 
attached. If you ask for a favor, you 
are likely to receive it, but expect to 
make a tradeoff. To satisfy your 
innermost longings for financial 
stability, you may need to compro- 
mise. 


HOROSCOPE 


LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) You must 
make a choice to go after what you 
want and then stick to it. You could 
be given a go-ahead if you have 
proven that you can be trusted. 
Stick with dependable information 
from reliable sources to bolster your 
chances. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) 
There's no such thing as a sure 
thing. A loved one may offer advice 
when you are deciding whether to 
take chances with your money or 
with your time and energy. Do the 
homework and get the facts before 
you decide. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) When 
you are paired up with the right per- 
son, you can enjoy being the center 
of attention for the right reasons. 
You could be fascinated by some- 
one who has gained your trust and 
been on your mind all week long. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) 
Those in charge may consider you 
the “can do” person. Offer help and 
encouragement to a family member 
if they are burdened by too many 
obligations. A warm reception at 
work might make up for any chilli- 
ness at home. 


SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) 
You can count on a loved one to 
keep a promise and support your 
vision of the future. Join forces with 
a coworker and some problems can 
be solved, making you even more 
determined to make a profit. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) 
What you think you should receive 
and what you get might be differ- 
ent. You may not receive the expect- 
ed rewards for your hard work right 
now, but you should keep plugging 
away because your efforts will 
eventually be recognized. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) 
Changing situations within the fam- 
ily might have hidden benefits but 
result in added responsibilities. 
Apply the lubrication of kindness to 
grinding gears on the home front to 
avoid irritations. You will benefit by 
being objective. 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20) You 
may become defensive if you think 
that someone is taking advantage 
of your good nature. By remaining 
idealistic and understanding, and 
watching out for your own interests, 
you can do better than you might 
expect. 
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Opinion 
Pence helped save 
democracy from Trump 


SPEAK UP 


How to contact 
your legislators: 


U.S. Sen. Todd Young, 
R-Ind. 

B33 Russell Senate 
Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510 
1-202-224-5623 
http://young.senate.gov/ 
contact 


U.S. Sen. Mike Braun, 
R-Ind. 

B85 Russell Senate 
Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510 
202-224-4814 
http://braun.senate.gov/ 


U.S. Rep. Jackie Walorski, 


R-District 2 

419 Cannon House 
Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 
202-225-3915 


State Sen. Andy Zay, 
R-District 17 

Indiana Senate 

200 W. Washington St. 
Indianapolis, IN 46204 
1-800-382-9467 
Senator.Zay@iga.in.gov 


State Rep. Craig Snow, 
R-District 18 

Indiana House 

200 W. Washington St. 
Indianapolis, IN 46204 
1-800-382-9841 
h18@in.gov 


To email any 
Indiana lawmaker, 
go to this website: 
www.in.gov/cgi-bin/ 

legislative/contact/ 
contact.pl 


LETTERS 
GUIDELINES 


The Wabash Plain Dealer 


encourages your letters to the 


editor forum, which is 
designed to be a forum for 
exchange of ideas between 


readers about issues of com- 


munity importance. 


Please sign your letter. Your 
name will be used with the 
letter that is published in the 
Plain Dealer. Your letter will be 
returned if it is your desire to 
remain anonymous. 


Since we may want to write 


or call you to verify the letter, 


we ask that you include your 
address and telephone num- 
ber. All our letters to the editor 


are published in the interest 
of fair play, so we trust our 


letter writers will refrain from 


personal attacks on other 
persons or groups. 


Aletter should be less than 
two pages long, preferably of 


double-spaced typing. 


In order to give everyone an 


opportunity to participate in 


this exchange of ideas, please 


try to limit your letters to one 
per month per household. 


To submit a letter, please 


write the Wabash Plain Dealer 
at 99 W. Canal St., Wabash, IN 


46992. 


Letters also may be 
hand-delivered to the news- 
paper office, 99 W. Canal St. 
The office is open 9-11:30 
a.m. and 1-4 p.m. Monday 
through Friday. If you should 
deliver a letter during 
non-business hours, a drop 


slot is located to the left of the 


front door. Letters may be 
faxed to 260-563-0816, or 
email them to news@ 
wabashplaindealer.com with 
“Letters to the Editor” in the 
subject line. 


DAILY 
SCRIPTURE 


But you, O LORD, are a 
shield about me, 

my glory, and the lifter of 
my head. 


Psalms 3:3 


ang Mike Pence's portrait in the gal- 

lery of national heroes. As riveting 
testimony from Thursday's Jan. 6 hearing 
showed again and again, it was Donald 
Trump’s once obsequious wingman who 
found a backbone and rejected every 
illegal effort to block Joe Biden's victory, 
from private and public political pres- 
sure from Trump to crackpot legal and 
constitutional theories offered by lunatic 
lawyer/Ph.D. John Eastman to an angry 
crowd of Capitol invaders eager to turn 
itself into an actual lynch mob and string 
him up. 

The testimony of former Federal Judge 
Mike Luttig and the VP's former counsel 
Greg Jacob established clearly that they 
and the man they advised, Pence, were 
true to the Constitution and the Repub- 
lic in the dark days of December and 
January, as Trump's November loss was 
inevitability going to become Biden's Jan. 
6 certification and Jan. 20 inauguration. 
Pence, Luttig and Jacob followed the law, 
not the wants of one crazy man in the 
Oval Office. 

The men who put country over party are 
rock-solid conservative Republicans, as 
is the committee lawyer who masterfully 


questioned them Thursday, John Wood, 
who served as the Kansas City U.S. attor- 
ney under George W. Bush. 

Compare their fealty to due process and 
representative democracy with the ravings 
of “Dr.” Eastman, who was prescribing a 
poisonous prescription that would kill the 
patient. Eastman contended that the VP 
had the power to accept or not accept the 
results from any state. Thus Pence could 
reject Biden states that Trump falsely 
claimed he won and reinstall him for 
another four years in the White House. 

Under this theory, then-veep Al Gore 
could have declared himself the victor 
over Bush. And Kamala Harris would 
now be empowered to pick the next pres- 
ident, election be damned. Even Eastman 
would later realize it was phony as he 
sought a pardon from Trump (he didn't 
get one). 

But, back to that Pence likeness. Depict 
him refusing to flee, holed up in a Capitol 
loading dock as the marauders rampaged 
in the halls above, defiling the Temple of 
Liberty by smearing their feces. He then 
returned and certified Biden. 

This editorial was first published in the New York 
Daily News. 
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TURN THATOFF/ 

I WON'T LET THE 
FACTS OR THE 
TRUTH GET IN THE 
WAY OF MY OPINION... 


Money in politics is 
eroding our democracy 


By MORRIS PEARL 


he January 6th hearings have 

shocked the nation with disturb- 
ing details about Trump and his allies’ 
plot to overturn the 2020 election. It is 
clear that they actively worked to tear 
down the very foundations of American 
democracy for their gain. 

But while the nation’s attention is 
fixated on these hearings, we shouldn’t 
pretend that January 6th was an isolated 
event. America’s democracy has been 
under siege for decades from a more 
subtle but equally dangerous force, as 
many of the same far-right 
billionaires and legislators 
who supported Trump and 
the January 6th insurrection- 
ists have spent years working 
to undermine the principle of 
one person, one vote. Thanks 
to their work, we now live in 
a system where money equals 
power, and the wishes of the 
American public have little 
to no impact when compared 
to the policy preferences of 
the ultra-rich. 

Across the country, policies that are 
supported by an often vast majority of 
voters, from taxing the rich to raising 
the minimum wage to marijuana legal- 
ization to restricting the rights of teen- 
agers to buy assault rifles are ignored by 
lawmakers, with virtually no political 
change taking place to realize those 
goals. Behind the scenes, the nation’s 
rich and powerful gain enormous access, 
and influence through political contri- 
butions that interfere with our represen- 
tatives truly representing the will of the 
rest of the people. This is all the direct 
result of the right-wing crusade to un- 
dermine our campaign finance system. 

Twelve years ago the Supreme Court 
took a major step in the wrong direc- 
tion by ruling in Citizens United that 
legislation limiting campaign spending 
by corporations, unions, and nonprof- 
its violated the first amendment. This 
ruling opened the floodgates for corpo- 
rations and rich people to flood political 
discourse with their cash. Their ability 
to fund the campaigns of politicians 
who support their interests, not the 
people’s, has resulted in the degradation 
of the average voter’s political power. 
Put simply, in an America where money 
is equated to free speech, the money of 
the rich drowns out the voice of average 
Americans. 

Supreme Court decisions like Citizens 
United v. FEC, Buckley v. Valeo, and 


Put simply, in an 
America where 
money is equated 
to free speech, the 
money of the rich 
drowns out the 
voice of average 
Americans. 


SpeechNow.org v. FEC have asserted 
that spending money is an expression of 
speech and that multi-billion dollar cor- 
porations can spend limitlessly to fund 
the politicians of their choice. They’ve 
done so with glee. Pharmaceutical com- 
panies give millions to block drug price 
negotiations, firearm manufacturers 
make contributions to keep gun control 
laws lax, insurance companies pay to 
try to prevent Medicare from expanding 
to cover vision and dental, corporations 
and the wealthy donate to lower their 
taxes, and the fossil fuel industry blocks 
action against climate change. 

As a result, we've witnessed 
lawmakers pass or block bills 
because that's what their 
wealthy donors tell them is 
important, even if those bills 
are contrary to what a major- 
ity of voters want. A study 
by professors from Princeton 
and Northwestern Univer- 
sity showed that support by 
the majority of voters has 
virtually no impact on policy 
outcomes when compared to 
the demands of wealthy donors. Former 
Rep. Chris Collins (R-NY) admitted as 
much when talking about the 2017 tax 
bill (that gave nearly $2 trillion in tax 
cuts to wealthy individuals and corpora- 
tions), saying: “My donors are basically 
saying: ‘Get it done or don't ever call 
me again." 

I hope that he just forgot that his 
donors are not all of the people he is 
supposed to represent, but it is still 
scary to hear him admit that the threat 
of withholding campaign donations is a 
major influence on policy. 

Our democracy is out of balance. 
We're rapidly approaching an oligarchy, 
with a few wealthy individuals essen- 
tially running the show. 

Without reasonable limits on campaign 
finance, politics becomes a competition 
where candidates scramble to gather as 
much money from donors, corporations, 
and special interest groups. Average 
Americans don't have millions to spend 
on candidates who support widely 
popular policies, leaving them the losers 
when we allow unlimited money in 
politics. There are many dangers to our 
democracy, and not all are as obvious as 
an angry mob in MAGA hats. They may 
be dressed differently, but the corporate 
lobbyists in thousand-dollar suits pose 
just as much of a threat. 

Morris Pearl is a former managing director 
at Blackrock and is now chair of the Patriotic 
Millionaires. 


Ancient technology 
for today 


La from the past is not the same as living in the 
past. Learning from the past is the only way one can 
truly live either progressively or conservatively in the 
present, whatever one’s preference might be. But don’t 
expect Millennials and Zers to believe such a tale. 

Young people today believe our society’s almost daily 
technological advances make anything from ten or more 
years ago unimaginably dull and valueless. But truth be 
told, the earth has forgotten or misplaced 
more major technologies from the past 
than any hot-box, hands-free technology 
we have invented lately in the present. 
Pre-Christian underground sewers in 
Rome, smallpox immunization in India 
1,500 years before it was “discovered” in 
England, and democracy using the Ten 
Commandments in ancient Israel all would 
be pretty hot stuff today if they hadn’t 
already been invented long ago. 

The greatest technology of all, of course, 
is the art and science of living peaceably together, a 
thing lost to our understanding in the Dark Ages. If 
we don’t find a way to have that old engineering at our 
fingertips once again, we will destroy ourselves, our 
friends, and all of our cool technologies right along with 
us. 

Peace and justice were partially re-invented in Europe 
500 years ago and imported to America 400 years ago. 
But it slipped away again around the time of World War 
I and World War II. It is for sure lost to the understand- 
ing of the cavemen and cavewomen huddled around a 
fire pit just off the Capital Beltway near the Potomac 
River in Washington, D.C. in 2022. 

Americans of both political stripes and independents 
too, clearly have never been given the political version 
of the birds and the bees talk. Not by their parents, not 
by their school teachers, not by newspapers or newscast- 
ers, not by non-profits or profit corporations, not by uni- 
versity professors or elected officials ... not by anyone. 

So here it is. 

To live peaceably among equally empowered citizen 
neighbors in America, we must all go back to school 
somewhere and get a legal education. That's right, we 
need to study our Constitution and the political science 
of nations. We do that by reading history and by getting 
off our butts and getting some experience in the public 
square. To accomplish those two tidy little tasks, we first 
have to distance ourselves from the addictions that cur- 
rently immobilize us, including things like overeating, 
video games, porn and online chatting and shopping. 
We must stop spending 90 percent of our discretionary 
time entertaining ourselves and spend that time instead 
empowering ourselves. 

In our legal studies, we will need to learn the three 
main powers of the people in a democracy that must al- 
ways be exercised exclusively through elected represen- 
tatives, and not fobbed off onto the executive or judicial 
branches. Not going to tell you what they are. That is 
your homework assignment. 

We must legislate and enforce term limits for any 
public official given anything more than two ounces of 
political power. We must exercise the impeachment pro- 
cess frequently and vigorously to weed out bad apples. 
We must get our churches back on track caring more 
about salvation in this life than the next. We must return 
to “states’ rights” and local home rule in cities and coun- 
ties instead of trying to solve every problem in those 
caveman negotiations in D.C. We must find partners we 
can truly be committed to for a lifetime so that children 
can grow up in a thoroughly peaceful and just environ- 
ment until it is time for them to fly away and spread that 
form of government to others. 

Robert Kimball Shinkoskey is a historian of religion and govern- 
ment and an advocate for public health, private health and any other 
Kind of health available to us. 


Robert 
Shinkoskey 


LETTERS 
Thank you to all who 
made the 10th Annual Memorial 
Day Car Show a success 


The Laketon-Pleasant Township Association expresses 
a sincere thank you to the sponsors of the 10th Annual 
Memorial Day Car Show and contributors for the 27 
door prizes and goody bags. A special thanks to the 
110 entries of cars, trucks and bikes lining the streets 
of Laketon, representing 32 towns and cities of north- 
ern Indiana. DJ Fast Eddie filled the air with music and 
added to the event camaraderie, entertaining boys and 
girls with games and prizes mid-afternoon. 

At noon, the show kicked off with a tribute to veterans 
by auxiliary secretary Tina James, a prayer by Tony Mer- 
edith of Post No. 402 and thank you for their service, 
remembering all veterans with the playing of “Taps” 
and a flag-raising. Food was available from Sons of the 
American Legion Post No. 402, the No. 402 Auxiliary 
and Blue Bird Cafe. 

The car show replaces the annual June “Laketonian 
Days” Festival, which originated in 1976 and was a pop- 
ular event until the early 2000s. The car show proceeds 
are used to fund the 24 street lamps located throughout 
the town, funded only through donations of a February 
mailing to residents, homeowners and local businesses 
and industries. Street lights are not funded through any 
other financial means. 

Thank you to the Laketon Lions, Long Lake Camp- 
grounds, Lowell and Sharon Lindzy Farms, Shepherd’s 
Chevrolet, CFC Distributors, Brandt’s Harley-Davidson, 
Crossroads Band, Wabash Engraving, Stine Tire, NAPA 
Auto Parts, Car Recyclers, Auto Value, Neighborhood 
Fresh New Market, Quality Quick Lube, Boocher Auto- 
motive Detailing, Friermood, Johnson Petroleum, Blue 
Bird Cafe, KimberlyPoehler.com, Chillz’ Ice Cream, 
Rhinestones and Roses, McDonald’s, Dewayne Glass 
Repair and Manchester Inc. 

The winners of the top awards were: Patriotic — Caleb 
and Sierra Province, of Wabash; Best Engine — Jay 
Andale, of Columbia City; Best Paint — Don Hiser, of 
Fort Wayne; Best Interior and Best of Show — Joe Malo- 
ni, of Huntington; and Best Rat Rod — Evert Brubaker, of 
Laketon. 

The top five bike winners were: Don Hiser, of Fort 
Wayne; Todd Larimore, of Leo; Eugene Smith, of Lake- 
ton; Rob Butler, of Fort Wayne; and Jon Swanson, of 
Laketon. 

Thelma Butler 
Treasurer 
Laketon-Pleasant Township Association 
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Fireworks Over 
Mississinewa is set for 
Saturday, June 25 


Fireworks Over Mississinewa, “one 
of Indiana's best fireworks displays,” 
has been planned for Saturday, June 
25. All activities will be held in Mis- 
sissinewa Lake's Miami State Rec- 
reational Area (SRA), 4673 S. 625 
East, Peru. Activities for the family 
begin Saturday morning with games 
and target shoots and conclude Sat- 
urday evening with the grand finale 
of Fireworks Over Mississinewa. 
Mississinewa Battle Field Society of 
812 will have an encampment and 
demonstrations throughout the day. 
Entrance to Miami SRA will begin 
at 11 a.m., with an entrance fee of a 
reewill donation in support of next 
year's fireworks; and the gate closes 
at 9:30 p.m., or earlier, depending on 
parking availability. The schedule 
or Saturday, June 25 includes 9 a.m. 
— Raising of the colors (American 
flag).; 11 a.m. — Youth and family 
archery shoot at the archery range.; 
2:45 p.m. — Registration for corn- 
hole at the beach. The cost will be 
5 per player; 1 p.m. — Cornhole 
tournament at the beach.; 1:30 p.m. 
— Pellet shoot at the beach.; 2 p.m. 
— 1812 Musket and Rifle Firing 
Demonstration; 3p.m. — Beach 
games.; 5 p.m. — Lowering of the 
colors (American flag).; and 10 p.m. 
— Fireworks at the beach. 


NMCH hosting IHS's 
‘From Pencils to Pixels: 
Hoosier Cartoons and 
Comics' traveling exhibit 


The many creations of Hoosier 
cartoonists are being highlighted 
with the Indiana Historical Society's 
(IHS's) traveling exhibit, “From Pen- 
cils to Pixels: Hoosier Cartoons and 
Comics,” according to North Man- 
chester Center for History (NMCH) 
director Laura Rager. Through Mon- 
day, June 27, the NMCH will host 
the exhibit at 122 E. Main St., North 
Manchester. Normal visiting hours 
are 10a.m. to 4 p.m. Tuesdays to 
Fridays and 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Sat- 
urdays. For more information, call 
260-982-0672 or visit www.north 
manchestercenterforhistory.org ^ or 
www.indianahistory.org. 


Applications sought for the 
WCUF Annual Campaign 


The Wabash County United Fund 
(WCUF) is now accepting funding 
applications for its 2022 Annual 
Campaign. Eligible agencies include 
501(c)3 organizations serving Wa- 
bash County. Organizations inter- 
ested in receiving a portion of this 
funding for specific programs must 
complete and submit an application 
and budget summary to United Fund 
by noon Friday, July 1. For more 


information, call 260-563-6726 or 
email steve.johnson ? wcunitedfund. 
org. 


Beacon Credit Union's 
11th annual Project 
Spotlight voting 
begins Friday, July 1 


Everyone in the community, not 
just Beacon Credit Union members, 
is invited to nominate worthwhile 
charitable organizations, commu- 
nity projects and local nonprofits 
that they believe deserve financial 
support. Beginning Friday, July 1, 
the public can start voting for their 
favorite cause. Voters are allowed to 
vote once per day per community 
online or in a Member Center. Vot- 
ing will end on July 31. The project 
in each community that receives the 
most votes will win $1,000 of fund- 
ing from Beacon Credit Union. The 
second-place winners will receive 
$500 of funding, and a third-place 
winner will be randomly drawn to 
receive $250 of funding. For more 


information, visit www.beaconcu. 
org. 
Kids Farm Trolley 


Tour on sale 


Visit Wabash County has an- 
nounced the release of a new in- 
teractive and  education-focused 
trolley tour geared toward children. 
The Kids Farm Trolley Tour will 
take place on Saturday, July 16. 
This all-inclusive tour is limited to 
34 people and the cost per ticket is 
$25. Pick-up locations and times for 
this tour are 9 a.m. at the Welcome 
Center in Wabash and at 9:30 a.m. 
at the Center for History in North 
Manchester. The tour concludes at 
12:30 p.m. The tour will make its 
way to the Animal Grams homestead 
where tour participants will interact 
with the animals raised for the fam- 
ily-owned petting zoo. From chick- 
ens to goats, mini pigs and reindeer, 
children will learn about what it takes 
to raise and care for each of the ani- 
mals. The second stop on the tour is 
Penrod’s Dairy Farm. Trolley riders 
will milk a jersey cow by hand, tour 
a working dairy farm, and end their 
day with a hayride around the prop- 
erty. The tour includes kid-friendly 
refreshments from Bailey’s Pizza 
Parlor. Most of the tour requires 
walking on uneven ground. Please 
wear close-toed shoes or boots. The 
tour is rain or shine. For more in- 
formation, visit visitwabashcounty. 
com/trolley-tours. 


32nd Annual Wabash 
County Festivals 
Scholarship Pageant 
set for July 22 

Contestants are being sought for 
the 32nd Annual Wabash Coun- 
ty Festivals Scholarship Pageant. 


The pageant will be held Friday, 
July 22, in the Ford Theater at the 


Honeywell Center. On Nov. 12, the 
newly-crowned queen will compete 
in the Indiana State Festival Schol- 
arship Pageant in Greenfield, where 
she will have a chance to win even 
more scholarship money. Any- 
one wishing to donate toward the 
scholarships may do so by sending 
a check to Wabash County Schol- 
arship Pageant, 73 W. Sheridan St., 
Wabash, IN 46992. Please mark 
your check “Scholarship Pageant.” 
The Wabash County Festivals Pag- 
eant is a 501(c)3 nonprofit, so all do- 
nations are tax-deductible. 


Local schools announce 
summer meal programs 


Manchester Community Schools 
(MCS) will be serving meals this 
summer to those aged 18 years and 
younger At Manchester Elemen- 
tary School (MES), meals will be 
served Mondays through Thursdays 
through July 14, except for July 4, 
at 301 S. River Road, North Man- 
chester. Breakfast will be served at 
MES from 7:45 to 8:15 a.m., and 
lunch will be served from 11:30 a.m. 
to 12:30 p.m. At Manchester High 
School (MHS), lunch will be 
served Mondays through Thurs- 
days through June 30. No breakfast 
will be served at MHS, but lunch 
will be served from 11:30 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m. All meals must be eaten 
on-site each day. 

MSD will be providing meals free 
of charge for all children ages 18 and 
under this summer at Metro North 
Elementary School (MNES). At 
MNES, meals will be served Mon- 
days through Fridays through July 1. 
Breakfast will be served from 7:30 
to 8:30 a.m., and lunch will be from 
10:45 a.m. to noon. Guests should 
use the west door no. 14 to enter the 
building at 3844 W. 200 North. 

Wabash City Schools (WCS) sum- 
mer food program will last Mon- 
days through Fridays through July 
22 and will be closed from July 4 to 
8, unless otherwise noted. Wabash 
Middle School (WMS) will serve 
breakfast from 7:45 to 9 a.m., and 
lunch from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. at 150 
Colerain St. At the South Side Fire 
Station, no breakfast will be served, 
but lunch will be served from noon 
to 12:30 p.m. at 1470 Vernon St. 
At LaFontaine United Methodist 
Church, no breakfast will be served, 
but lunch will be served from 11 a.m. 
to noon on Mondays, Wednesdays 
and Fridays through June 29 at 2 
W. Kendall St., LaFontaine. At First 
Friends Early Learning Ministry, no 
breakfast will be served, but lunch 
will be served from 11 to 11:30 a.m. 
at 110 N. Cass St. At Access Youth 
Center, no breakfast will be served, 
but supper will be served from 3:30 
to 4:30 p.m. at 74 W. Canal St. 


YMCA announces 
summer meal program 


The Wabash County YMCA has 
announced meals will be served 
Mondays through Fridays in June 


and July, except for July 4. At the 
Wabash County YMCA, breakfast 
will be served from 8 to 9 a.m., and 
lunch from 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at 
500 S, Cass St. At the Wabash City 
Park and lunch will be served from 
11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at 800 W. Hill 
St. For more information, visit www. 
wabashcountyymca.org or email 
pgodfroy ? wabashcountyymca.org. 


Tickets are now on sale 
for Bluegrass at Hopewell 


Visit Wabash County has an- 
nounced the return of the Blue- 
grass at Hopewell live music event 
to take place on Saturday, July 
30. Tickets may be purchased on- 
line or in person. The event offers 
two ticket options. Lawn and low- 
er-level tickets can be purchased 
for $20 each and guests are asked 
to bring their lawn chair or blanket 
to sit on. The ticket price includes 
entry into the event, Trolley No. 85 
rides to and from the Antique Bou- 
tique at Hopewell and a gourmet 
pretzel tasting. Tables of eight on 
the upper level can be purchased 
for $275 and include entry into 
the event, a gift basket with wine 
and drink vouchers from hosting 
sponsor Market Street Grill, turn- 
overs and cookies from Bailey's 
Pizza Parlor, bottled water and an 
invitation to the after-party at the 
950 Speakeasy & Bistro in Lagro. 
Children age 10 and under are free 
but are required to have a ticket. 
The event will take place starting 
at 6:30 p.m. Saturday, July 30 at 
the Rustic Barn at Hopewell, 2238 
N. 500 East, Urbana. This year's 
event will feature live music on 
both upper and lower levels of the 
Rustic Barn at Hopewell and at the 
Antique Boutique at Hopewell. 
Along with Branded Bluegrass, 
other musical acts include, Brad 
McCord, The Rock Bottom Boys, 
Caleb Hawkins, Bahlers Golden 
Age and the return of Cornfields and 
Crossroads. New this year will be a 
bourbon tasting provided by Market 
Street Grill. For $5, paid at the time 
of the tasting, bourbon enthusiasts 
will have the opportunity to select 
three bourbons from an extensive list 
and learn about what differentiates 
them from one another. Poole’s Meat 
Market will be onsite offering coun- 
try-style meals and non-alcoholic 
beverages and Market Street Grill 
will offer two full-menu bars. Out- 
side food and drinks are prohibited 
at the event. For more information, 
visit | www.visitwabashcounty.com 
or call 260-563-7171. 


ACRES Land Trust to 
host the annual Summer 
Creek Stomp at Hathaway 
Preserve at Ross Run 

On Aug. 13, ACRES Land Trust 
will host its annual Summer Creek 
Stomp for ACRES members at 


Hathaway Preserve at Ross Run, 
1866 E. Baumbauer Road. Partic- 


ipants will make their way through 
the cliffs and waterfalls at the 
Ross Run gorge. It's an opportu- 
nity to splash in the creek and get 
a close look at the creek's min- 
nows, pinching crayfish and fos- 
sils. Walking in the creek is only 
permitted during sanctioned events 
in cooperation with neighbors. 
Hernandez said an annual ACRES 
Land Trust membership is $20 per 
household. For more information, 
visit acreslandtrust.org. 


Wabash County 

YMCA offers free youth 
summer memberships 
thanks to a grant 


The Wabash County YMCA is 
the recipient of a 2022 Duke En- 
ergy Foundation Grant, providing 
free two-month youth summer 
memberships. This grant gives full 
facility access, membership rates 
on programs, Honeywell Pool 
summer access and more. Limit- 
ed memberships are available, and 
current members may qualify for 
this grant. For more information, 
call 260-563-9622. To learn more 
about the Wabash County YMCA 
and Wabash County YMCA job of- 
ferings, visit www.wabashcounty 
ymea.org or email pgodfroy@ 
wabashcountyymca.org. To make a 
tax-deductible donation, visit www. 
wabashcountyymca.org/donate 
or email jdriskill@wabashcounty 
ymca.org. 


Mighty Mississinewa 
Triathlon set for 
Saturday, Sept. 10 


The official Mighty Mississinewa 
Triathlon (MMT) will be held Sat- 
urday, Sept. 10. To register or for 
more information about the MMT 
visit https://tinyurl.com/3fsmth54 
or email mississinewalake @ dnr. 
in.gov. For more information, visit 
https://on.IN.gov/salamonielake or 
dnr.IN.gov. 


Downtown Wabash 
Farmers Market returns 


for its 15th season 


Downtown Wabash is now seek- 
ing vendors to register for the 
market's 15th season. The 2022 
Downtown Wabash Farmers Mar- 
ket will run every Saturday from 
8a.m. to noon through Sept. 
24 at 275 W. Market St. Vendor 
registration is available in drop- 
in, half-season and full-season 
schedules. Drop-in registration 
is $15 per weekend. Half-season 
registration is $115 for 10 weeks, 
from May 14 through July 16; 
and from July 23 through Sept. 
24. Full-season registration is 
$200 for 20 weeks from May 
14 through Sept. 24. To regis- 
ter for this year's market, visit 
DowntownWabash.org/vendor, 
email carly 9 downtownwabash. 
org or call 260-563-0975. 
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CENTRAL INDIANA 


and press 2 


To Place Your Classified Ad Today Call... 


1-800-955-7888 


SERVICES | MERCHANDISE | GARAGE SALES 


i 


ww w.Centrail ndianalVlarketplace.com 
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(0m 010 ANNOUNCEMENTS 


(0m 0010 ANNOUNCEMENTS 


FOR SALE - SERVICES 


& MISCELLANEOUS 


12 months. Stream on 20 devices 
in your home at once. HBO Max 
included for 3 mos (w/CHOICE 


DISH Network. $64.99 for 190 
Channels! Blazing Fast Internet, 
$19.99/mo. (where available.) 
Switch & Get a FREE $100 Visa 


Package or higher.) No annual 
contract, no hidden fees! Some 
restrictions apply. 

Call IVS 1-844-412-9997 


Gift Card. FREE Voice Remote. 
FREE HD DVR. FREE 
Streaming on ALL Devices. 
Call today! 1-855-551-9764 


DIRECTV for $79.99/mo for 12 
months with CHOICE Package. 
Watch your favorite live sports, 
news & entertainment anywhere. 
First 3 months of HBO Max, 

Cinemax, Showtime, Starz and 

Epix included! Directv is #1 in 

Customer Satisfaction 


Business 
BeRvieisiotreciorls 


PARK-U-LOAD PEST CONTROL 


DIRECTV Stream - Carries the 
Most Local MLB Games! 
CHOICE Package, $89.99/mo for 


0900 


STATE OF INDIANA 

COUNTY OF WABASH ) SS: 

WABASH COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT 
ESTATE DOCKET: 85C01-2205-EU-000058 
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF 
JAMES RAY STEPHENS, DECEASED 


Compare Medicare 
Supplements Plans 


SAVERS MUCHAS 
1600-1200/v. 


for new and existing 
medicare supplement 
policy Holders. 
New cost savings plans. 


AMERICAN PEST 
PROFESSIONALS INC. 


* [nspect 
e Detect 


E * Correct 


Wabash & Miami Counties 


Advertise 
your 
Business 
Here! 


} 
Sní 


M 
d NOTICE OF ADMINISTRATION 
Ls has mt In the Circuit Court of Wabash County, Indiana. 
i Notice is hereby given that Jeremy Stephens and Ryan 
) Stephens were on the 31st day of May, 2022 appointed Personal 

= Representatives of the Estate of James Ray Stephens, deceased. 
All persons having claims against said estate, whether or not now due, 
must file the claim in the office of the Clerk of this Court within three 
(3) months from the date of the first publication of this notice, or within 
nine (9) months after the decedent’s death, whichever is earlier, or the 


cer TRASH Ger 
le 
air REMOVAL cirer 


claims will be forever barred. 


* Clean Outs * FREE QUOTES #1 Pest Control Company | MVP AT IE Dated in Wabash, Indiana this 17th day of June, 2022. 
e Remodeling Trash * NO OBLIGATION 260-563-5899 Lori Draper 

ROT fas e TRUSTED Clerk of the Circuit Court 

= = E 69 W Hill Street 
CARRIERS 1-800-634-5733 Call Shelly for Wabash, IN 46992 

e Yard Waste * PERSONALIZED Free Inspections more details Emily C. Guenin-Hodson, Attorney 

Removal RESULTS. Guenin Law Office, P.C. 

765) 472-2291 ij ii - - 574 South Miami Street 

CALL US TODAY ( ) With Estimates 765-671-2259 Wabash, Indiana 46992 


AT 260-571-6637 


tom@kirkinsurancegroup.com 
www.kirkinsurancegroup.com 


www.pestprosfamily.com 


(260) 569-7900 
HSPAXLP.06/22,06/29/2022 


Wabash Plain Dealer 


Wednesday, June 22, 2022 B9 
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Call today and receive a 


FREE SHOWER 
| PACKAGE 
PLUS $1600 OFF 


SAFE°WSTEP 


VVALK-IN TUB 


1-855-743-1911 


With purchase df a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous 
walk-in tub purchase. Offer available While supplies last. No cash value. Must present 
offer at time of purchase. C$LB 1082165 NSCB 0082999 0083445 


A 
EASE OF 


FINANCING AVAILABLE WITH APPROVED CREDIT 


JASH SUPERIOR COURT 


S: 
'OUNTY OF WABASH CAUSE NO. 85D01-2204-MF-000216 


.P. MORGAN MORTGAGE ACQUISITION CORP 
Plaintiff, 
S. 


UNKNOWN HEIRS-AT-LAW, BENEFICIARIES, LEGATEES, DE- 
ISEES AND DONEES OF JERRY E. STATEN 


IKIMBERLY L. STATEN 
Defendants. 


INOTICE OF SUIT SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION 
O: Unknown Heirs-at-Law, Beneficiaries, Legatees, Devisees, and 
Donees of Jerry E. Staten 


Plaintiff, by counsel, hereby gives Notice of the Complaint filed in the 
abash Superior Court against the above-named Defendant. Plaintiff 

Iso filed an Affidavit of a competent person showing that the resid- 
nce and whereabouts of Defendant, Unknown Heirs-at-Law, Benefi- 
iaries, Legatees, Devisees, and Donees of Jerry E. Staten upon dili- 
ent inquiry are unknown. The cause of action is for default on a 

promissory note and foreclosure upon a mortgage on the following 
lescried real estate: 


LOT NUMBER THIRTY (30) IN INDIAN HILLS SUBDIVISION TO 
HE CITY OF WABASH, AS RECORDED ON PAGE 109 PLAT 

IBOOK #5, IN THE OFFICE OF THE RECORDER OF WABASH 
'OUNTY, INDIANA. 

State Parcel #: 85-14-40-201-008.00-009 
ddress: 1000 Indian Hills Dr, Wabash, IN 46992 


herefore, said Defendant is hereby notified of the filing and pen- 
lency of said Complaint and that unless Defendant files an answer 
ithin (30) days of the last publication of this notice, default judgment 

may be entered against said Defendant for the relief sought in the 
omplaint. 


's/ Brian K. Tekulve 
Law Office of Gerald M. Shapiro, LLP 
Brian K. Tekulve (#30882-49) 
805 Montgomery Road, Suite 320 
Norwood, OH 45212 
Phone: (513) 396-8100 
Fax: (847) 627-8805 
Email: btekulve@logs.com 


IDated Wabash Superior Clerk, Court 
hspaxlp 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


(Ett ANNOUNCEMENTS 


(JD Power & Assoc.) 
Some restrictions apply. 
Call 1-888-885-8931 


4G LTE Home Internet Now 
Available! Get GotW3 with 


lightning fast speeds plus take 
your service with you when you 
travel! As low as $109.99/mo! 


Earthlink High Speed Internet. As 1-877-327-0930 


Low As $49.95/month (for the first 
3 months.) Reliable High Speed 
Fiber Optic Technology. Stream 

Videos, Music and More! Call 
Earthlink Today 1-855-977-7069 


Smart Home Installations? Geeks 
on Site will install your WIFI, 
Doorbells, Cameras, Home 
Theater Systems & Gaming 

Consoles. $20 OFF 
coupon 42537! 
(Restrictions apply) 
855-668-0067 


High-Speed Internet. We 
instantly compare speed, pricing, 
availability to find the best 
service for your needs. Starting 
at $39.99/month! Quickly 
compare offers from top 
providers. Call 1-844-961-0666 


Thinking about installing a new 
shower? American Standard 
makes it easy. FREE design 

consultation. Enjoy your shower 

again! Call 1-855-475-0534 today 
to see how you can save $1,000 


on installation, or visit 
www.newshowerdeal.com/hoosier 


HEALTH/MEDICAL 


LIVE PAIN FREE with CBD 
products from AceWellness. 

We guarantee highest quality, 
most competitive pricing on CBD 
products. Softgels, Oils, Skincare, 
Vape & more. Coupon Code: 
PRINT20 Call Now 833-226-3105 


ATTENTION OXYGEN 
THERAPY USERS! Inogen One 


0900 


G4 is capable of full 24/7 oxygen 
delivery. Only 2.8 pounds. FREE 


STATE OF INDIANA 

COUNTY OF WABASH ) SS: 

IN THE WABASH CIRCUIT COURT 
CAUSE NO. 85C01-2206-EU-000059 
IN THE MATTER OF THE 


UNSUPERVISED ESTATE OF 

BARBARA JOANN McBRIDE, DECEASED 

NOTICE OF ADMINISTRATION 

Notice is hereby given that Hal D. Job was, on June 9th, 2022, 
appointed personal representative of the estate of Barbara Joann 
McBride, deceased, who died on the 5th day of June, 2022. 

All persons who have claims against this estate, whether or not now 
due, must file the claim in the Office of the Clerk of this Court within 
three (3) months from the date of the first publication of this notice, or 
within nine (9) months after the decedent's death, whichever is earlier, 
or the claims will be forever barred. 

Dated at Wabash, Indiana, this 9th day of June, 2022. 

/s/ Lori J. Draper (SEAL) 

CLERK, WABASH CIRCUIT COURT 

DOWNS TANDY & PETRUNIW, P.C. 


99 West Canal Street 
Wabash, Indiana 46992 
HSPAXLP.06/15,06/22/2022 


information kit. Call 855-965-4916 


Portable Oxygen Concentrator 
May Be Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence and 
mobility with the compact design 
and long-lasting battery of 
Inogen One. Free information kit! 
Call 877-930-3271 
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Marion 

Huge Neighborhood Garage Sale 
over 20 home participating 

Arbor Homes - Heritage @ 
University Village (located behind 
Kohl's in Marion) Fri. 8 am - 5 pm 
Sat. 8 am - ? June 24th & 25th 


[Il GARAGE /ESTATE 
SALES 


Mier/Converse 
Estate/Garage Sale 
Friday - 8 am - 5 pm 


Sat - 8 am - 3 pm 
8831 W. Mier 27 
Furniture,Clothes, 


AND ALL INTERESTED PARTIES 


INOTICE OF SHERIFF'S SALE 

By virtue of a certified copy of a decree to me, directed from the Clerk 
lof Superior Court of Wabash County, Indiana, in Cause No. 85D01- 

1 706-MF-373, wherein J.P. Morgan Mortgage Acquisition Corp. was 
Plaintiff, and Robert C. Lewis, et al., were the Defendants, requiring 
Ime to make the sum as provided for in said Decree, with interest and 
costs, | will expose at public sale to the highest bidder on the 9th day 
lof August, 2022, at the hour of 10:00 a.m. of said day at the Wabash 
[County Sheriff's Department, 79 W Main St., Wabash, IN , the fee 
Isimple of the whole body of Real Estate in Wabash County, Indiana: 


LOTS NUMBERED TWO HUNDRED SEVENTEEN (217) AND TWO 
HUNDRED EIGHTEEN (218) IN THE BOARD OF TRADE ADDITION 
|TO THE CITY OF WABASH, INDIANA. 


|State Parcel No. 85-14-02-404-184.000-009 
More Commonly known as: 668 Erie Street, Wabash, IN 46992 


[Together with rents, issues, income and profits thereof, said sale will 
Ibe made without relief from valuation or appraisement laws. 


All sales are subject to any first and prior liens, taxes and assess- 
iments legally levied and assessed thereon. Neither the Sheriff nor the 
Plaintiff in this case warrants either expressly or implied any title, loca-| 
|tion or legal description of any real estate sold at the sale. Any pro- 
Ispective bidder should obtain their own title evidence before making 
lany bid on any properties subject to this sale. 


DATE: April 15, 2022 


/s/ Brian K. Tekulve 

Brian K. Tekulve (30882-49) 

Law Office of Gerald M. Shapiro, LLP 
[4805 Montgomery Road, Suite 320 
Norwood, OH 45212 

(513) 396-8100 Fax: (847) 627-8805 
Ibtekulve ?logs.com 


Ryan Baker, Wabash County Sheriff 
|The Sheriff's Department does not warrant the accuracy of the street 


laddress published herein 
Ihspaxlp 


Household goods, 
All Priced to Sell! 


0200 | EMPLOYMENT 


p 
Reading Instructional Aide 


Manchester HS 
Apply by phone or online 
[260-982-2196 

R8esc.k12.in.us 


WABASH 
Nabisco Merchandiser Needed 
Part Time 
Reliable Vehicle Needed 
Call 765-717-8009 


PETS 


Marion 

AKC Shih-tzu puppies 

I2 males, shots & wormed 
Ready for forever home 
(Champion line 

Can meet up 

$1,000 - $1,200 

|Call or Text 
[765-243-1450 


Marion 

[AKC Standard Poodles 

both female/male available 
Update on vaccinations 

1 month free health insurance 
Please Call 

[765-669-2065 


Marion 

|CKC Cocker Spaniel Puppies 
|Shots & Wormed 

Ready to Go 

[Champion Line 

[Can meet up 

5800 - $1,000 

[Call or Text 

765-243-1450 


Family Teacher Overview 


Family Teachers can help youth learn to function in a home-like setting. By example and 
teaching primarily using the Teaching Family Model (TFM) modality: Family Teachers can 
offer; healthy values, a safe and secure structured environment, and opportunities for 
relationship building. Family Teachers will work as a full member of a treatment team for 


HIRING 


EM. 


Youth Care Specialist 


home of residents. Must demonstrate sensitivity to our service population's cultural and 
socioeconomic characteristics and needs. 


Job Summary: The night security personnel are to provide supervision to students in the 
home through documented 15-minute room checks (unless specified differently), manage 
any potential problems that are minor in nature, contact campus supervisor with problems of 
a more major nature. Must demonstrate sensitivity to our service population s cultural and 
socioeconomic characteristics and needs. 
Qualifications: Must be a Christian with strong convictions who is also in agreement with 
Josiah White's mission statement, Statement of Faith, and Code of Conduct. A person must 
have a high school diploma (or equivalent) and be at least 21 years of age. This person must 
be stable, firm, assertive, committed, flexible, and capable in pressure situations. 


(01010109 REAL ESTATE FOR 
RENT 


Condos/Houses 


Call for Availability 


765-662-3460 


MARION 
STUDIO 605 W 3rd St; $90/wk; 
tenant pays electric 


1 BR 613 W Spencer St; 
$110/wk; basic utilities included 


1 BR 616 S Boots St; $100/wk; 
tenant pays electric 


2 BR 624 S Boots St; $125/wk; 
basic utilities included 


2 BR 509 E Bradford St; 
$175-195/wk; basic utilities 
included 


2 BR 605 W 3rd St; $140/wk; 
basic utilities included 


2 BR 208 S Branson Street; 
$125/wk; tenant pays all utilities 


3 BR 509 E Bradford St; $225/wk; 
basic utilities included 


Hoosier Rental Group 
765-662-1499 or visit our website 
www.hoosierrentalgroup.com 
MARION 

2 BR 2343 S Adams St; $600/mo; 
tenant pays all utilities 


2 BR 1433 W Jeffras St; 
$400/mo; tenant pays all utilities 


2 BR 1030 N Branson St; 
$400/mo; tenant pays all utilities 


3 BR 364 E Grant St; $500/mo; 
tenant pays all utilities 


3 BR 616 N Washington St; 
$600/mo; tenant pays all utilities 


4 BR 1652 W 2nd St; $600/mo; 
tenant pays all utilities 


GAS CITY 
2 BR 318 E South C St; $700; 
$600/mo; tenant pays all utilities 


3 BR 108 E South B St; $700/mo; 
tenant pays all utilities 


Hoosier Rental Group 
765-662-1499 or visit our website 
www.hoosierrentalgroup.com 


MARION INDIANA 
FLINN PLACE INC 
One month Free 
Senior Apartments 62 or better 
HUD One bedroom apartments 
All utilities paid 
Please call: 765-668-8115 
or 765-667-1625 


(010 REAL ESTATE FOR 
SALE 


Office Building for Sale 


Doctors, Deni 


ts, Lawyers CPA's 
and All Professional People, or 
Investors. All have 2 Baths, 
upstairs could be used as a break 
area or storage. 

302, 304, 306 S Baldwin Ave. 
Marion, IN. 46952 


$550,000 - Call 260-271-9153 


HOME SERVICE 
DIRECTORY 


MARION 

GOT MOLD GO FROM 
GREEN TO CLEAN! 
Power Washing 

Paying too much for 
Lawn Care In-Town Lots 
starting at $30.00 

cut, Trim, Blow 

Call Blades Lawn Services 
Free Estimates 
765-517-4809 


IN THE 
CLASSIFIEDS 
TODAY! 


+ ACCESS 70,000+ SHOWS AND MOVIES ON DEMAND. 
Pears stat EMER pae Qo dogs iae avant mie. 


CHOICE" PACKAGE 
185+ Channels 


$ 89* * DOWNLOAD YOUR DVR RECORDINGS to your devices 
MX at home and watch offline anywhere ** 
u * THE MOST LIVE SPORTS IN 4K HDR. 


inte 08 penyaman OC Piger higher mgu mest A KUR ve pors KHOR one 
p progaming AK acount RU 
sap HOR, test wä be n—M 


Nora nint ya jr 
rtp Pm htl pn 


HS ICTMIOA AR TOUINTEN FEF 9M. FOR OI MONTH UNO T, SIP ENT ROM TUN LES PR, ned een et 
Sis here MET Rea Tea oan ew pe eel cheb ee eg A et 


Contact your local DIRECTV dealer! 


IV Support Holdings 


chanel aérea (e coe! whe pomo anre né emitir ay ne wid c Dion pha 
Hr 20H Dt b E ata Tabl RTC A i rta Bopp eu ene 


- LIMTED TIME OFFER. | 


60 off | 
YOUR INSTALLATION 

+ i 

TAKE AN ADDITIONAL: 


i0* off 


Install for Military, Health} 
| Workers and Fist Responders * 


: ERIE 


STRONG AS STEEL WITH THE 
ATTRACTIVE LOOK OF VARIOUS 
ROOF STYLES 


From Dimensional Shingles to classic styles 
reminiscent of Cedar Shake and Spanish Tile, an 
architectural roofing system by Erie Metal Roofs 
can enhance the beauty of your home while 
protecting your family and property for a lifetime. 


Call today to schedule your 


FREE ESTIMATE 1-866- 


Madein M 
theusa a 


ERIE 


Metal Roofs 


Prepare 
for power 
outages 
today 


WITH A HOME 
STANDBY GENERATOR 


Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions 


REQUEST A 
FREE QUOTE 


(866) 953-2203 


FR EE — A $695 Value! 


"To quay, consumers must request a 


GENERAC 
—À "| 


GENERAC 
— 


7-Year Extended Warranty* 


quote, purchase, install and activate the 


generator witha participating dealer Call for a ful ist of terms and conditions. 
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With a squad comprised of four freshmen and nine sophomores, Southwood's varsity softball season ended with a final record of 6-17. 


Southwood softball takes a 
step forward for the future 


Their season 
ended with a final 


record of 6-17 


By CLAY MAXFIELD 
Wabash Plain Dealer Freelance Reporter 


With a squad comprised 
of four freshmen and nine 
sophomores, Southwood’s 
varsity softball season ended 
with a final record of 6-17 
but their improvements were 
across the board for a team 
that utilized this season as 
one that they could find their 
bearings with. 

Four of the team’s wins 
came through the Three 
Rivers Conference (TRC) 
which stood as an improve- 
ment from a year ago when 
they went win-less in the 
TRE; 

Southwood head coach 
Carl Pace believes that they 
will look back on this sea- 


son as a step towards a more 
competitive future along 
with more wins as well. 

“T feel like we got another 
year of experience under our 
belt and it’s going to prove 
valuable,” Pace said. ^We're 
trying to infuse younger kids 
with some more of your 
veterans and I feel like they 
took our only senior that we 
had and learned from her. ... 
Maybe we can take that mo- 
mentum into next season and 
go a little further.” 

From an offensive stand- 
point, they improved their 
batting percentage in the 
span of one season while be- 
ing led by Paxton Baker and 
Emma Evans who each bat- 
ted over .410. 

Baker also led the team in 
stolen bases with 23. 

Evans is one of five seniors 
on Southwood’s 2022 roster 
and sat second on the team 
in on-base percentage with 


46 percent while Baker led 
with 52 percent. 

For Pace, an injury early 
on in the year led to some 
shuffling with Southwood’s 
lineup but the change that 
occurred was an area of 
growth that he hadn’t fore- 
seen would occur before the 
season began. 

“We had a key injury ear- 
ly in the season so we had 
to figure out how to fill the 
holes and the gaps on our 
team. So, I had to put some 
girls in positions that maybe 
they weren’t totally com- 
fortable with and I think just 
from that, just knowing dif- 
ferent positions and being 
more versatile, it’s going to 
help us next year.” 

While Southwood will 
lose Evans on the mound for 
next year, they will look to 
build off of freshman Molly 
Schannep’s first year outing 
for the team after she struck 


out 42 batters throughout the 
season. 

Schannep appeared in 19 
of the team’s 23 games while 
Evans pitched in 12. 

Despite being about a 
month removed from their 
postseason exit against Lew- 
is Cass, Pace says that his 
team is already eager to get 
back to work. 

“They know that we im- 
proved and I think that they 
know that some talent is 
coming and we’re going to 
start to put all of these pieces 
together and make a run at 
something,” he said. 

"They're already ready 
to get started. They’re like 
‘when are the open fields?’ 
Just their personal drive and 
wanting to get better and do 
better is encouraging.” 

Clay Maxfield, Wabash Plain 
Dealer freelance reporter, may 
be reached by email at sports@ 
wabashplaindealer.com. 


Watson settles 20 sexual misconduct lawsuits 


By JUAN A. LOZANO 
Associated Press 


HOUSTON — Cleveland 
Browns quarterback De- 
shaun Watson has reached 
an agreement to settle 20 
of the 24 civil lawsuits that 
had been filed by women 
who accused him of sexual 
assault and harassment, an 
attorney for the women said 
Tuesday. 

Watson, who has been 
accused by massage thera- 
pists of harassing, assault- 
ing or touching them during 
appointments when he 
was playing for the Hous- 
ton Texans, could still be 
suspended if the NFL de- 
termines he violated the 
league's personal conduct 
policy. 

"Today I announce that 
all cases against Deshaun 
Watson, with the exception 
of four, have settled. We are 
working through the paper- 
work related to those settle- 
ments, Houston attorney 
Tony Buzbee said in a state- 
ment. "Once we have done 
so, those particular cases 
will be dismissed." 

Buzbee, who represents all 
24 women, said the terms of 
the settlements are "confi- 
dential" and that his legal 
team "won't comment fur- 
ther on the settlements or 
those cases." 

The first 22 lawsuits were 
filed in March and April 
2021. The last two law- 
suits were filed after HBO's 
"Real Sports with Bryant 
Gumbel” aired an interview 
last month with two of the 
women who detailed their 
encounters with Watson. 

The settlement also comes 
after The New York Times 
reported earlier this month 
that Watson had booked 
massage appointments with 
at least 66 different wom- 
en over 17 months while 
he played for the Texans. 


Ron Schwane / AP 


Cleveland Browns quarterback Deshaun Watson takes part in drills on June 14. 


The report also said that a 
Texans representative had 
provided Watson with a 
nondisclosure agreement 
that he gave to some of the 
women to sign. 

Rusty Hardin, Watson’s 
lead attorney, did not imme- 
diately return an email or a 
text seeking comment. 

Last week, Watson said 
he intended to clear his 
name and sidestepped any 
questions about whether he 
would settle with any of the 
women. 

In March, two separate 
Texas grand juries declined 
to indict Watson on criminal 
complaints stemming from 
the allegations. 

Cleveland then signed 
Watson to a fully guaran- 
teed, five-year, $230 mil- 
lion contract in March, 
convincing the three-time 
Pro Bowler to waive his no- 
trade clause and join a team 
with solid roster. 

The Browns had no imme- 


diate comment on the settle- 
ments. 

NFL spokesman Brian 
McCarthy said the settle- 
ments have “no impact on 
the collectively bargained 
disciplinary process.” 

And a league official told 
The Associated Press “set- 
tling doesn’t give someone a 
pass” and indicated a lengthy 
suspension remains in order. 
The person spoke to the AP 
on condition of anonymity 
because the investigation 
hasn't concluded. 

Buzbee said he plans on 
taking the four unsettled 
lawsuits to trial, including 
the first one that was filed 
by Ashley Solis, who has 
previously made her name 
public. In an interview with 
HBO's "Real Sports with 
Bryant Gumbel,” Solis said 
she felt threatened by Wat- 
son after their massage ses- 
sion when he told her that 
she had a career to protect 
and ^I know you don't want 


anyone messing with it just 
like I don't want anyone 
messing with mine." 

Buzbee said that without 
Solis, "the conduct expe- 
rienced by these women 
would likely have continued 
unfettered.” 

Cleveland, which has 
spent nearly two decades 
searching for a franchise 
quarterback, pursued and 
signed Watson despite his 
complex legal situation. 

Owners Dee and Jimmy 
Haslam knew the Browns 
would face heavy criticism 
for the move, but they were 
comfortable with the deci- 
sion after conducting their 
own investigation and meet- 
ing privately with Watson. 

Now, the team is eager 
to know how long they 
might be without Watson. 
The Browns signed veter- 
an backup Jacoby Brissett, 
who will move into the 
starting job if Watson is sus- 
pended. 


Koepka the latest 
to join Saudi-backed 
LIV Golf series 


By DOUG FERGUSON 
AP Golf Writer 


CROMWELL, Conn. — 
Brooks Koepka, one of the 
first players to denounce 
a rival league for only 48 
players, is the latest PGA 
Tour player to sign on with 
Saudi-funded LIV Golf se- 
ries, The Associated Press 
has learned. 

A person briefed on 
Koepka's decision told the 
AP he still would be able to 
compete on the PGA Tour 
until he hits a shot on the 
LIV Golf circuit. The per- 
son spoke on condition of 
anonymity without authori- 
zation to speak on behalf of 
the tour. 

The Daily Telegraph in 
the UK first reported Koep- 
ka's decision. 

It was another step — and 
a big name with his four 
major championships — 
that added to the roster of 
the LIV Golf series that 
invariably will lead to no 
space for some of the less- 
er-known players in the in- 
augural event outside Lon- 
don two weeks ago. 

Koepka remained in 
the field for the Travelers 
Championship, though he 
was not at a player meet- 
ing Tuesday morning at the 
TPC River Highlands. The 
next LIV Golf event starts 
June 30 outside Portland, 
Oregon. 

Koepka was the second 
player, behind Rory Mcll- 
roy, to speak out against a 
rival league in March 2020 
when he told the AP, “I 
have a hard time believing 
golf should be about just 48 
players." 

"Money isn't going to 
change my life,’ Koepka 
said at the time. 

The proposed rival league 
was different from LIV 
Golf, presented as the “Pre- 
mier Golf League" though 
still relying on Saudi Ara- 
bia’s sovereign wealth 
fund. Greg Norman and 
LIV Golf took the idea of 
48-man fields, no cuts with 
a team component. 

LIV Golf has not an- 
nounced Koepka's sign- 


ing amid speculation that 
a few others were soon to 
join. One was Abraham 
Ancer of Mexico, the No. 
20 in the world who won a 
World Golf Championship 
last year in a playoff, along 
with the Australian Open in 
2018. 

Ancer said his decision 
was not taken lightly and 
that joining LIV would al- 
low him to give back to the 
game by helping it grow 
in Mexico. "I never could 
have imagined being in this 
position today,” he said on 
Twitter. 

The development came as 
the PGA Tour held a play- 
er meeting at the Travel- 
ers Championship, during 
which Commissioner Jay 
Monahan spoke of the 
tour's position and plans to 
reshape the season and its 
tournaments. 

According to two players 
in the meeting, the PGA 
Tour plans to return to a 
calendar season that would 
start in January and the Fe- 
dEx Cup playoffs would be 
eligible for only for the top 
70 players. They spoke on 
condition of anonymity be- 
cause the meeting was for 
players. 

Currently, the top 125 
make the postseason, with 
the top 70 advancing to the 
second playoff event and the 
top 30 to the Tour Champi- 
onship. The new plan is for 
the top 70 at the start, then 
top 50 and top 30. 

The fall would be used 
for players beyond 70th 
to secure cards for the fol- 
lowing year, although re- 
search showed most inside 
the top 100 would be safe. 
The tour was still looking at 
three fall events for limited 
fields, part of eight tourna- 
ments during the year that 
would offer $20 million in 
prize money. 

LIV Golf was expected 
to announce as many as 
four new players this week. 
There was endless specula- 
tion during the U.S. Open 
involving more than a dozen 
names, some of whom have 
expressed no interest in go- 
ing. 


MLB standardizing 
ball rubbing 

and removal 

from humidors 


By RONALD BLUM 
AP Baseball Writer 


NEW YORK — Major 
League Baseball is stan- 
dardizing procedures for 
rubbing baseballs and their 
removal from humidors in 
an effort to establish more 
consistency amid com- 
plaints about slickness that 
followed the crackdown on 
sticky substances. 

MLB has been work- 
ing on standards over 
the course of the season 
in response to feedback 
from players and sent a 
memorandum outlining 
the changes on Tuesday to 
general managers, assis- 
tant GMs and clubhouse 
managers. Titled “Up- 
dates to Baseball Storage 
& Handling" a copy of 
the memo was obtained by 
The Associated Press. 

Scrutiny of baseball 
preparation — a minimum 
13 dozen are readied for 
each game — has increased 
in recent years. Use of a 
humidor, began by Col- 
orado in 2002, expanded 
to Arizona in 2019, three 
additional teams in 2020, 
then a total of 10 last year 
and all 30 this season. 

MLB is mandating a ball 
be stored in a humidor for 
at least 14 days before 
game use, and ball stor- 
age must be recorded by 
the home team’s gameday 
compliance monitor and 


then certified in a signed 
form by the clubhouse 
manager. 

The memo followed re- 
view of video of each 
team’s rubbing procedures. 

MLB is instructing that 
“each club staff member 
involved in the process 
should apply mud in a 
uniform manner ensuring 
the same mud-to-water ra- 
tio is applied to each ball. 
Rubbing mud should be 
applied to each baseball 
for at least 30 seconds, en- 
suring that mud is rubbed 
thoroughly and consistent- 
ly into the entire leather 
surface of the ball.” 

After rubbing, balls are 

to be put back in Rawlings 
boxes, with dividers be- 
tween each, and returned to 
the humidor until the home 
team’s gameday compli- 
ance monitors gets them 
for game use. In an effort 
to reduce time in ball bags, 
balls are to be taken from 
the humidor 15-30 minutes 
before the scheduled start, 
and then no more than 96 
balls at a time. 
When needed, up to 96 
more balls may be tak- 
en from the humidor, and 
they should not be mixed 
in bags with balls from the 
earlier bunch. A bag must 
be cleaned with a damp 
cloth and then a dry cloth 
before it is used “to make 
sure there is no excess res- 
idue, dust or moisture.” 


